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Nataliia Nechaieva-Yuriichuk

ETHNOPOLITICAL STABILITY IN UKRAINE:
CHALLENGES AND PROSPECTS OF OVERCOMING
THEM (EXAMPLE OF CHERNIVTSI OBLAST, UKRAINE)

Introduction: articulation and urgency of the problem

The ethno-national pattern of the state is always an important factor in its do-
mestic political stability and attractive international image. A country is not just
a territory... A country is an idea that rises on this foundation; it is a feeling of love,
a feeling of brotherhood that unites all the sons of this territory”, wrote the Ital-
ian politician and patriot Giuseppe Madzini in the 19th century'. As an independ-
ent state, Ukraine emerged in 1991, but only in 2013-2014, during the turbulent
and fateful events of the latest Maidan and the Revolution of Dignity, Ukrainian
society for the first time felt a sense of unity and solidarity that united all those
who decided to defend their right to vote and the right to the future.

Historically, under conditions of constant and strong pressure from neighbors,
it was quite difficult for Ukrainians to win their own statehood. From ancient
times to modern times, the idea of a sovereign Ukraine has not been implement-
ed, despite the fact that the first democratic constitution in world practice was
developed and approved by the Ukrainians in 1710. In 1991, the worst seemed
to be over. The times of territorial encroachments by neighbors, political perse-
cution, repression, and foreign domination have become a history, and its les-

sons need to be learned. However, almost three decades after the declaration of

AUk, Mansini, O6oe ‘a3ku neped kpainoro [w:] Hayionazizw: anmoaozis, ynopRaRMks

O. lpouerixo, B. Jlicosnii, Cmonockun, Kuis 2000, c. 6l.
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independence, Ukraine was once again forced to &g 5 _.ﬁs
Once again, we were faced with the question: Who are we? \
ing? What do we want? Questions to which Ukrainian B&&
an unambiguous answer and on the solution of which Bnnannu and
many generations of Ukrainians depend.
During the Revolution of Dignity 2013-2014, slogans i

the first time in the recent history of Ukraine, the ga;g ati
identity, Ukrainian nationality, was voiced, not so much in the
ical context: “Ukrainians are a European nation”, “We are one”.
“We are a nation”. However, despite the desire to unite around common
ic values, we see ethnic and state opposition as a desire for mental
the northern neighbor: “Unite, Ukrainians, but not with the Mu
does not jump is the Muscovite” and others. It may be said that the
ing a political Ukrainian nation has started, but it is still far from
the implementation of Ukraine’s course of European integration i
of military activities in the East has become a kind of litmus test, w
all the painful points of our existence. Therefore, one cannot but a
words of the above-mentioned G. Madzini: “Before joining the
up Humanity, we must exist as a Nation. There can be no
cquals...™. After all, before joining the commonwealth of
necessary to realize one’s separateness not only as an ethnic.
as a state with clearly defined principles of domestic and

Despite the fact that more than mﬁvﬁaiﬁ pas:

ary events and the election of the first post-n 3
roshenko, nation-building processes in Ukraine ¢
political Ukrainian nation (common collective e
takes place in extremely difficult conditions, vﬁ
ic state nor European integration will take P
lack of constructive dialogue between soci
power. As a result, we see a kind of split:
protected, even at the cost of their own
sense to die for the oligarchs; some ¢
others try to use the situation to th
This state of affairs cannot but ¢
cignty and prospects for further
crnment and society to res|
The urgency of scientific i

threats to the ethno-political sta

2 tbidem, c. 59.




Scientific novelty of the research

M soxonuiic works of Wessem scholars (B. Anderson, E. Gelliner,
W Kveiicka A Semth, C. Tavior, e ) are devoted to the study of ethm -
aobicy. Of grest scicanific maeeest are explorations 'Fll_. by i |
o Bubsisk, W Balsk. D. Kowalewska, R. Lasecki, J. Muchs, AUSE
N Sommiecis Kotarska, A Wicrzbacki, D. Wojakowski and others i
e st of works tha stady the ethno-nahonal suanon and its mamn
= the Cheranas Oblast (Ukranc) at the preseat stage of &i
= supchood is not so sigaificant. In particular, A Kruhiashov, V. Burdyak
e S Gakonam, N Nechaeva-Yumvchuk, N. Rotar, V. Frsanov and othe .
orooose e sohmon of Coram SRS of Ulcamman regoonal ethnopolitics.
wﬁ.ﬁh.ﬂ!ﬁunﬂuwa.awﬂuhnuwgagaﬁﬂi conside: o
of respomal policy after the Revoluton of Dagnity, or study the re ”
e .?.J,Rﬂnm Lirumne on cthno-nanonal stability in Cherni
Thas of course. actmalizes the issucs rassed i this scientific intell)

the level of scicnnfic sovelty of the stady.

The main task of the research

such @ the comext of polmicization of ethmcites and external ag
pnmng © play 2 key role 1 domestic poliical processes in Ukrame, The
f this ce 15 o clanfy the challenges of cthno-political’

Jolast. To achieve thas goal, the author identified the following talls
re e challenges 1 natonal security in Ukraine as 2 whole, to ideni

In fms coment. accordmg 10 the author, the ethno-political factor '

oy -
B,
o)

= < conopoines m Chermivis Oblast, to suggest possible me
e (or reduce) nis

«s of escalating ethno-political situation in the reg

Explanztion of the solution of the problem

molementat

o of reforms, preparation and holding of various o.
bty nal levels i the conditions of undeclared -Q.l.l—‘\

-aional and naton-building processes. Today w8 .u..d‘
K. Jomiiod ma exympisasd il .,
omti, L rpaves e ﬂkiius.l,ﬁ.

E%i" :
n.ﬁ%t'.
uRsrn&uﬁﬂﬂ.-n mnd” & ..
/mﬁggghlg
+f the top and became 2 chal
4 Fcult, but necessary for f
At the same time, it shoy
o n‘ﬁt!'s—wfo! .
~oeal unfornmately,
scals 1 change of pressdent, for
_edes meo the background, tog

s ume for euphoria, tod
-ollective, the role of the st
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forced 4 ‘

MM“M M_wmwn unprecedented steps t0 ensure %o most MM..“MMM“ DT
citizens in these difficult 8:%.63. The e oMMéM_o ; _..E,o,
country and the WHO can be &%EM& only after the end o -
Ukraine fully feels the impact of ho<.a-5 on the &.m»:.ﬁco: o. d
cal life, in particular, the va_ana.»zo: of quarantine measures BA

It is obvious that the pandemic has a negative impact on the
of the economy of all states and the io_.i community as a whole. O
experts are already paying attention to this fact. :._ the context of
problems, we consider it necessary to pay Emo::o: to two .n. alle
already more than relevant not only for C_ﬁ.:.n (and O:m_d_ﬁu,- )
ticular), but also for the world 833::5\”. First of all, it is v
intensification of the so-called debates on :
gimes in the fight against coronavirus (often _.mwn:& ﬁ.o as China)
tiveness of democracies (examples are given in Italy in the first p
Spain), which has a destructive effect on the mental state and obje

tion of reality, especially in post-authoritarian societies, which e:
the idea of establishing a more “rigid government” that “can ensure

cording to the author, it is not accidental that messages are sent th
messengers, which emphasize the effectiveness of the use of force (3
Indian police), the unpreparedness of the Italian medical system for an ¢
a viral disease, and so on. Therefore, in our opinion, this topic will
analysis, including in the context of ethno-political challenges to pol

and security, given the tendency to intensify the creation of political an¢

myths and stereotypes by certain circles and, in our opinion, paid-for
In the context of the spread of the pandemic in Ukraine, the

of quarantine measures, focusing public attention on health issues, th

es associated with the international activity of our state in the context

ing the conflict or ending war on our eastern borders are often invisible to L

1an society. Military actions in the East of our country, which radicall
spheres of society, from military to social, cultural, ethnopolitical,
the most significant and urgent challenges to Ukraine’s state soverei
position in the international arena.

Obviously, one of the most important tasks facing public auth
strengthen the country’s defense capabilities, which, in our opinion, i
ble without the transformation of the Ukrainian army into a v-.om#,
refusal of conscription, as well as, most likely, the involvement of
peacekeeping forces to resolve the conflict in Donbass. The latter
ber of discussions and questions, but is a possible scenario that one ne

prepared for. In addition, although the pandemic has changed the timing ¥
.
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the governments of various countries, So_.k_rﬁ &

he effectiveness of authori
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ascription in Ukraine, the : ,f‘ i<
1aken by the CE.EBE : 8
spring of this .%8—.- in p e
with ORDLO (isolated di _
cized by deputies of the “Greens™ part
step will destroy the Minsk o

The next challenge we would like

in the country, which is
{ine measures, i - ,
positive political progress, ¢ ive
their own country. Thus, ac ording 1
&om«o?roZﬂ&RE o A S
Charitable Foundation *I
on a quota sample represes
regions of Ukraine (except
Luhansk Oblasts), rising pr

of salaries and pensions (
All of the above

increase in the number of p
passports of other countrig
to work and. in the future,
cess of political self-ide
tification, because proce
company a long stay out!
another country). |
It is necessary to pay atte
volunteered for the front or di
ic duty on the eastern be
achieve certain goals, change
noted in his works, super act
ern Ukraine is the loss of
war and because of e
both the Ukrainian gover

'V Bywoecmasi posx
hutps./ gordonua.com/uke/n
0rdlo-1491464.html [dostgp:
* do Jins
Udua'polls/2015a/do-dn
[dostep: 11.04.2020).



economic reforms and change the economic situation in c_qm.bo. :
legal and economic reforms, overcoming nondv@o__ and the “gray ,.
rise and prosperity of the Ukrainian state »_wa society.

In fact, war and economic destabilization, in our opinion, are of
challenges, including ethno-political chEQ in C_nu:_o in general ,
tsi Oblast in particular. After all. economic instability is one of Bo higge
vokers of aggravation of relations between 3@8.8:8:48 &. d;
groups and nations, who are beginning to se¢ ::8.~ to their existence
ence of other ethnic groups. To some extent, this is what the external
counting on — the Russian Federation, which is trying to provoke intere
tradictions and civil confrontation in our country so that its own aggres
disguised as “peacekeeping”, “pacification by force™, “civil confrontati

Historically, Ukraine appeared on the political borders of the world or
the second half of the twentieth century. Until now, Ukrainian lands v
other states, which could not but affect the processes of self-identificatio
local population. Therefore, the current situation in our country is due to
ber of reasons, including different, sometimes antagonistic, political an
logical self-identification of Ukrainians. The clash of these identities
impetus for the disruption of civil peace and the challenge of ethng
stability, including in our region.

According to the results of a poll conducted by the Ilko Kucheriv D
Initiatives Foundation together with the Ukrainian Sociology Service
cember 25, 2014 to January 15, 2015, as well as from August 16 to 28
“Ukrainian identification predominates in all regions over Russian (e
bas), but the presence of two identifications in all regions of Ukraine
Galicia), especially in the south-eastern regions (which include Cherniv
Zakarpattia Oblasts), creates significant difficulties in conducting cultural anc
formation policy in the context of the military confrontation with Russi
study allows us to state that among the determining external factors influ

the ethnopolitical stability of the Chernivtsi Oblast, it is the Romanian and Russ
factors that are the most difficult, so they need priority attention. But in mode
conditions, first of all, the Russian factor of influence is the most dang
cause this influence is carried out both through the massive propaganda
formation war against Ukraine (and in the region under study, inclu )
::c:m: agents of influence, where certain structures of Russian Orthodox Ci
in Ukraine play an important role, uniting not only its supporters but -—S .
2 : ! b

\

Caponeticoxa inmezpayis Y 6umipi

; : P cpomadcekol oysru, URL: hitps:/dif,
peyska-integratsiya-u-vimiri-gromadskoi-dumki [dostep: 11.04.2020; tﬁu&.&o‘“ ma po3
yKpaiiyie = onumyeanns zpomadcskol dysmxu g Vipaivi . . i 152
)y, paini, URL: - : poli
sho-obednue-ta-rozednue- htm [dostep: | 1.04.2020). g ,
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ents of the concept of “Ru
sctivities of the ROC in U
0 affect the radicalization
of which, according to the
For a deeper understa
fy: for 33.4% of the popul
is largely close, and for 13.
However, in these regions
Hungarian language and
of double or triple identity
[n our opinion, the fact
region (which, as 1
thia) consider themselves
ple, Kyiv, where 79.9% o
ver, there are currently tw
of citizens who consider
Western region and Donl
among Bukovynians and
consider themselves citiz
thirty years ago), 2.5% — ¢
to mention identifying one:

Thus, ensuring ethng
ber of factors, primarily m
to the surface a number
general and democratic
¢ial and economic problem
mass return of migrant worl
addressed immediately.

In these cire in out
and organize a census of the popu
able information about mﬁ.;,.l b
turn of migrant workers suggest
able and in line with the

" o 06°conye ma pos‘ed
" Ibidem, .



s vital in view of the events taking place in Ukr
and transparent dialogue between local exe
ies and the community. Every citizen of |
gardless of their ethnic origin, must be heard, must receive answers to
tions and demands, must feel that the government IS defending their ini
It is also necessary to intensify actions both on the part of the
and on the part of public organizations to establish a —_Q..Nonﬂ. 1 d
tween ethnic communities. Today, more than @o aouna national
societies are active in the region, which organize various og_
their own language, culture, preservation and m_?.o_oeaoa of .mw_r cus
more. The problems we face today require the joint efforts of all citizens
so we need to interact and cooperate not only during folklore and
festivals such as “Bukovynian Meetings”, but also when solving Bwﬁu
vant to the city and region: whether to open an exhibition, or to hol
table, conference, public hearings. etc. Bridges of mutual understan
built and the situation in the state stabilized only through dialogue.
it would also be worthwhile to organize a public discussion of the
of dual citizenship with recommendations for its solution, as some Buk
have two passports, and historical experience shows that the omist
problem only aggravates it. The issue of dual citizenship has become
relevant in the context of the annexation of Crimea and Russia's de
of the situation in eastern Ukraine through large-scale support for qu
as so-called ORDLO (isolated districts of the Donetsk and Lugans
including with the help of Russian “passport system” for the pop
tories not controlled by Ukraine in the east of the state. Therefore, i
must be started immediately to prevent negative consequences in the f
In fact, the young Ukrainian state today faces the question: quo V2
it is only from the middle of the second decade of the 21st century that
an understanding of where and how our country should move. .

The next thing that i
establishment of an open

PTG A ey i

References

Ao [Inx wesarexcnocmi: wo yxpainyi dymasoms npo Yepainy? URL: http://www.dil
201 5a/do-dmja-nezalezhne sti-sho-ukramci-dumayut-pro-ukrainu 1440150573 htm [dostep:
Caponeiicvxa inmezpayin y sumipi 2posadcsior Oymwu, URL: m...eu..\\&—..a_'\ icle/s
 Integratsiya-u-vimiri-gromadskoi-dumki [dostep: 11.04.2020),
Kpyrinamon A, Hew sa-Opiitayx H., 3oewiuni ma anympiuni vunnuxu (0€) €
Hepmineywxiic ofinacmi, JCrparerium npiopurer” 2019, s,

,. . %
faxsini JIx., Obos ‘sau nepeo xkpaivoo (w:| Halonanizm anmoIoein, w:o‘ip
B. Jheommit, Cumonocknn Kuis 2000, ¢. 56-62 ,

MINCEMNINNUX 63ACMUN

140

Hapinna B., doceio Cymma

[dostgp: 11.04.2020).
Lo 065 ‘conye ma o3 conye yx
dif org ua/ua/polls/2015a/

Pilny charakter wywiadu
sabtlnosei etnopolitycznej Ukrs
wywiadu jest wyjasnienie wyzwaf
jednego 7 regionéw wielo
narodowy pafistwa jest zawsze wa
cyjnego wizerunku migdzynarodowe
g w mezwykle trudnych warunkac
stwo, ani integracja curopejska.
twicrdza, ze nie mozemy rozpatryw
rzen ogolnoukraifiskich. Wojna
stabilnod¢ etniczno-polityczna

Slowa kluczowe:

pejska, stabilnoéé spoleczna

ETHNOPOLITICAL ST. ,
OF OVERCOMING THE

The urgency of scientific intelligen
poliical stability of Ukraine, in pa ic
clanty the challenges of cthno-p ‘
regions of our Country - Chern
Portant factor in its domestic politic
the political Ukrainian nation kes
4 democratic state por European
UNce again confirms that we
all-Ukrainian cvents. War and
cthno-political stability in U |

Reywords: cthnopolities, Ukn

Clal stability



