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Soviet political technologies are still alive, or how the Kremlin uses Stalin’s methods in the 21st
century

During 1917-1920, the Bolsheviks restored, albeit in a truncated form, the Russian Empire, which had
collapsed, unable to withstand the pressures of the First World War. However, the empire was restored
in a qualitatively different form – as the Soviet Union. The Russian Federation surrounded itself with a
tier of union republics, each of which formally had certain state rights. But the dictatorship of the
Bolshevik Party tightly held together the conglomerate of the Union Republics, forming a more
centralized state than the previous empire.

After the end of the Second World War, the Soviet Union formed an outer tier of formally independent
states along the perimeter of the western borders of the USSR – from Finland to Bulgaria. With the
exception of Finland and Austria, communist parties came to power in them, with the help of which
Moscow kept the peoples freed from Hitler’s rule in its sphere of attraction. At the same time, Stalin
managed to preserve for Russia all the territorial possessions thanks to the implementation of the
Ribbentrop-Molotov Pact in 1939-1940, as well as annex new territories – part of East Prussia, the Kuril
Islands, and South Sakhalin. Russia also absorbed a small republic located in Central Asia – Tuva.

Having agreed in Yalta on a significant expansion of the Soviet empire in order to complete the defeat
of Germany and Japan with the help of Stalin, the leaders of the United States and Great Britain
intended to put an end to further encroachment by the Kremlin. However, the end of the war did not
stop, but rather encouraged Moscow to new territorial acquisitions. The Soviet Union provided
substantial assistance to the Communist Party of China, which was directing the civil war in its country
to a victorious end. Active support was provided to the Communist Party of Greece, which also
unleashed a civil war. The USSR, with the help of organized „civil society”, made territorial claims to
Turkey and Iran. Finally, Soviet Russia actively interfered in the internal affairs of France and other
countries of Western Europe with the aim of Sovietizing them.

In 1945, the countries of Central and Eastern Europe were fenced off from the western part of the
continent by the „iron curtain” created by the Soviet presence. At first disguised, and then more and
more openly, the Soviet administration began to establish political regimes in these countries, which in
their main features did not differ from their own. Under the guise of „people’s democracy”, the
dictatorship of local communist parties, completely dependent on Moscow, was established. Having
received power from Stalin’s hands, the leaders of these parties had to obey Soviet dictates.

Only in two cases did the Soviet presence not lead to a radical change in the socio-political order.
Although Soviet troops were stationed in Austria until 1955, and local communists entered the
government and even controlled its power structures, the Sovietization of this country did not take
place. Austria was saved by the fact that most of it was occupied by the Western allies of the USSR. The
leaders of the USSR considered it impractical to create, as in Germany, an Austrian Sovietized state in
their zone of occupation. After all, Austria was a very small country.

It was not possible to sovietize Finland either. There were no Soviet troops in this country, but social
and political life was regulated by the Union Control Commission, headed by a representative of
Moscow. The allergy to the Russian presence among the majority of Finns was so deep that the Kremlin
was unable to grow an influential communist party in the country. The Soviets had to limit themselves
to monitoring the foreign policy activities of the Finnish government.

In this sense, the year 1947 was indicative. Then Moscow did not allow the satellite countries to
participate in the conference in Paris, which discussed the basic principles of the Marshall Plan. Poland,
Czechoslovakia and Yugoslavia had already formed representative delegations to participate in the
conference, as they were vitally interested in American long-term interest-free loans. After learning
about Moscow’s negative reaction, the governments of these countries were forced to abandon the trip
to Paris, that is, the prospect of receiving billions in hard currency loans. In the case of Poland, the
matter reached a diplomatic scandal. At a special meeting, the Polish government considered the
question of participation in the Paris conference and announced that it would announce its decision
only the next day. However, early in the morning on the day of the meeting, Moscow radio already
reported that the invitation of France and Great Britain was rejected by Warsaw.

Another tool of Moscow at that time was the Kominformburo, which, contrary to its name, did not deal
with information, but with direct intervention in the affairs of countries controlled by communist
parties. This organization was used to force local leaders to abandon national specificities in
communist construction and adopt the Soviet model. This was achieved not by persuasion, but by
force. In the spring of 1948, in the departments of the Central Committee of the CPSU(b), a block of
materials was prepared, intended to substantiate significant changes in the leadership of a number of
Communist Parties. Most serious accusations were contained in the official memo „On the anti-Marxist
attitudes of the leaders of the Communist Party of Yugoslavia in matters of internal and foreign policy.”

However, the General Secretary of the Central Committee of the Communist Party of Yugoslavia Josip
Broz “Tito” was, unlike the leaders of other parties, quite an independent figure. The partisan army
created by the Yugoslav communists independently liberated most of their country from the Nazis. The
Yugoslavs did not obey Stalin’s dictates, just as they did not obey Hitler’s in 1941. As a result, the
Cominformburo at a meeting in Budapest in June 1948 adopted a resolution whose content was
determined by the title: „Yugoslav Communist Party under the rule of murderers and spies.”

In 1949, Moscow created the Council for Mutual Economic Assistance (Comecon), which included all the
countries of the „people’s democracy”, with the exception of Yugoslavia. The political dictate carried out
through Cominform was complemented by economic dictate. However, in many cases the members of
the Comecon could use industrial raw materials, fuel resources and goods coming from the Soviet
Union at prices lower than the world level. The Soviet leaders understood that it was impossible to
keep the countries of the Warsaw Pact in the orbit of their influence by force alone. They made sure
that the standard of living of the population of these countries grew faster than the well-being of the
citizens of the USSR.

The basis of these technologies was used by the Russian occupiers both in Crimea and in part of the
Ukrainian Donbas after 2014, and on the territory of the occupied southern Ukraine in 2022. As in the
previously described cases after the Second World War, the establishment of a puppet government
was preceded by force/military actions (with the difference in the fact that at that time the USSR fought
against Nazism and took advantage of its military successes). But in both cases the result is the same –
Moscow brings its power on the bayonets. And now also flagrantly violating international law and all
possible human rights, in the creation of which at one time representatives of Moscow actively
participated.

Let us give an example from the UN. The USSR played an important role in the establishment of this
organization. However, from that moment on, it was no secret for anyone that various parties tried to
use it for their own purposes. But more often, various manipulations of the Soviet side were most
openly observed. Unfortunately, we are seeing similar attempts by Moscow to use the UN for its
criminal purposes even now. In particular, regarding issues related to the Russian-Ukrainian war. We
strongly believe that significant changes are necessary, including a complete restart of the UN’s work
on new principles that would provide an opportunity to balance Russian interests. To prove its
usefulness to humanity, the UN must start doing something real. Otherwise, the consequences will be
the death not only of many thousands of Ukrainians. There is a threat of a new world redivision, in
which new victims are inevitable. Especially if Russia continues to participate in it.

Oleksandr Rusnak, PhD in Histiry, Yuriy Fedkovych, Chernivtsi National University
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