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PETYA TSONEVA
Bulgaria, Gabrovo
“St. Cyril and St. Methodius ™ University of Veliko Tarnovo,

The “Passing Clouds” of Nationalism in Kapka Kassabova

and Anthea Nicholson

Nationalism reemerges from contemporary cultural debates under a
panoply of controversial perspectives. In some of them like, for instance, the
contemporary fields of border studies and the study of migrant cultures and
writing, itfairly often takes the shape of an effort to strengthen hierarchies,
hold differences together intoideologically “sterile” supposedly homoge-
neous units and delimit overflowing identities. What binds a great many such
contemporary reassessmentsis the urge to retrace or excavate past experience
of nationalism, especially in cases when its purportedly beneficial properties
ofsheltering nations are brought to such ends as dictatorship, autocratic and
authoritarian rule.

The present article focuses on two juxtaposed responses to an exces-
sively violent form of nationalism which are worth considering because of
their borderline status. Both Kapka Kassabova and Anthea Nicholson fall
into the category of migrant writers. Of Bulgarian and Georgian descent, both
writing in English, each one of them retraces a remembered and oppressive
past in an effort that aims to reconstruct thecontemporaneity of their countries
of origin.Alongside specific contextual details, the investigation will meditate
on the common features of their fictional responses to a shared past.A mean-
ingful outcome of their retracings is the critical distance that forms between
remembered experience and the contemporary state of their birth lands which
illuminates in a creative way the problematic achievement and development
of state sovereignty. Though the discussed works originate in the second de-
cade of the twenty-first century theyrespond to events and processes taking
place in the twenticth centuryfrom abroadly construed literary perspective.
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Us / Them within the Context of Bosnian Multicultural
Environment

(Ivo Andrié¢ «The Bridge on the Drinay)
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5 ; ridge on the Drinay (1945) b
Ivo Andri¢ (1892-1975) are viewed. Above all. it s told about the multi :
fessional commonality of Bogomils, Catholics, Orthodox and _,\_:m_”H i
the confrontation between us and them formed within it. Ethnic mawaﬂw =
images, meta images are interpreted in the novel drawing on the Em_m,.,_ﬂwm
cal approaches of Mikhail Bakhtin, Martin Buber, Georgy Gachey, J >
Derrida, Paul Ricoeur. B P

The bridge is regarded as a central image of the novel which is not
w:q the crossing point of all denominational layers, but also «the only cross-
ing <...>, that connected Bosnia with Serbia, and through Serbia — with Ea
other provinces of the Turkish Empire». i

The changes and collapses in the Bosnian national sovereignty (1516-
1914) b.Rmo:_ca in the novel are analyzed in the diachronic aspect, which
were stipulated not only by the combination of circumstances but also by
the ethnographic geographical peculiaritics. They are artistically backed with
multiple insert stories.

Mental contradictions are considered using the example of opposite
ways ol interpretation of the symbology of the bridge. the role of historical
characters and events. The completely opposite prayer pleas of Muslims and
Orthodox who «met each other with depleted emotionless faces throwing to
cach other hundreds of words from the dictionary of provincial courtesy»
become the mystic note. The special emphasis is placed on the images of us
Wwho became them.

The political question is taken into consideration, in particular the
one activated at the turn of historical epochs (1900), that marked the end of
the happy century using the example of the life of the bridgeside city which
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«was a miniature but explicit example of new symptoms of the illness that
became common for Europe». The distinctions of perception of the war by
Serbs who «at night all pretend to be asleep but in fact do not close their
eyes», and Muslims watching «the artillery fight of two Christian armiesy
are analyzed.

In conclusion the question of typology of collisions of identities as
well as their preservation in the multicultural space is arisen.

AJEHA ThIUMHHUHA

Vkpauna, Yeprosiyol
YepHosuyKull HAYUOH AU YHUGEPCUMEM UMEHU [Opusa ®edvkosuua

CBou / aykHe B KOHTeKCTe GOCHHIICKON MY/LTHKY/ILTYPHOM
cpeabl

(MBo Anapny «MocT Ha /Ipune»)

PaccmarpuBaroTcs 0COOCHHOCTH TONKOBAHMI B acrexkte OOCHMIHCKOro
HALMOHATILHOIO CyBepeHuTeTa Ha mpumepe pomana MBo Anapuya (1892-
1975) «Moct na [Ipute» (1945). Peur aér o MHOTOKOH()eCCHOHAIBHOM
coro3e GOromisIoB, KAaTOJAHKOB, NPABOCAABHBIX H MYCYJIbMaH, B Npeaeiax
KOTOpOro 0003HAaYIWIOCh [POTHBOCTOSHME CBOMX M uyxux. Hexoms
U3 umaronormueckux kosuentoB M. Baxtuna, M. bybepa, I. lauesa,
K. Jleppunast. D. Jlesunaca, B. Opexosa, I1. Puxépa, E. Canna, B pomane
I0rOC/aBCKOr0 ABTOPA AHAJINTHYECKM HACHTHOHUHPYIOTCS 3THOO0Opa3bl,
aBTOO0PA3bl, METAOOPA3bI.

[NpeacTaBielnble B poMaHe NepeMeHbl M CJOMbl B OOCHMHCKOM
HalMOHAILHOM cyBepeHuTeTe 1516-1914 roaoB aHaaM3MpYIOTCA B JHAX-
POHHYECKOM Cpe3e, MOAKPEIAACh MHOIOYMCIACHHbIMH BCTaBHBIMH Iie-
reHIapHLIMK  MCTOPHAMH. BbiAcHsercs, uto TakoBble 00YyCI0BJIEHbI HE
TOJILKO CTEUEHHEM HCTOPUYECKMX OOCTOATENLCTB, HO H ITHOrpaduuecKH-
reorpapuueckuMu 0CoOEHHOCTAMM.

Bo BHuMaHue Takke NpUHUMAeTCs MOJMTHuUEeCKWii Bonpoc, 0cobo
AKTHBM3MPOBaHHLI Ha pybexe ucropuueckux smox (1900 r), «o3-
HAMCHOBABILIEM KOHELl CHACT/IMBOIO cTosleTHs». Mes pa3sopaunBaercs Ha
[IpUMepe  NPUMOCTOBOIO rOpoAa, KOTOPbIi «ABasg co00i MHHHATIOPHDIM,
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i wr:umu:qmnw:_w_m MPUMEP TIEPBEIX CHMITOMOB 3a60sena
BROGICIGIR RO DO ORING.. Satcs O0WEeMUPORBIMY. Anan;
T o s r - BOMERY * CepbaMM, “Romopue xzo:z.o
Bee MPHTBOPAIOTCS CIISUIIMH, HO Ha CaMoM ZeMe He cvbikaior miam
MyCYTbMaHaMH, HAGMIONAIONIMMH HaZl «pTHITEPHIicKIM MoeuHKow e
XPHCTHAHCKIX apMuiby.

MeHTabHbIe TIPOTHBOPEUHA BRIpAKAIOTCH
Hble TOJIKOBAHHS CHMBOTIHKH MOCT, COOTBETCTRY

HUA, cTaBmero

"
BYX

uepes TIPOTHBOMONO%-

: . 10Ul poan nctopuueckiy
nepcoHakeil M coObITHI. MucTHUecKoi HoToj OKpallleHbl KapAMHAbLHO

MPOTHBOTIONIOKHBIC HOYHBIC MONHTBEHHBIE MPOCKGH MycymbMan W mpa-
BOCNIABHBIX, «BCTPEYABWNX APYr 1Pyra ¢ MOTYXWIHMH, GeccTpacTHiMu
nMUaMu,  riepebpackiBasch COTHEN ClIOB W3 crosaps MPOBUHUHATLHO
YUTHBOCTHY.,

OcoOblif aKLUEHT JelaeTcsi He TONbKO Ha 00pasax CBOMX/4yKHX,
HO M Ha CBOMX, CTaBWIMX 4ykWMH. Takum oSpatom, BeTaér Bompoc o
TUTIOTIOTHH CTOJIKHOBEHUA MICHTHYHOCTEN, a Takke 00 WX COXpaHEHWH B
MYJIBTHKYJIBTYPHOM MPOCTPAHCTBE.

MARINE TURASHVILI
Georgia, Thilisi
Shota Rustaveli institute of Georgian literature

Soviet Trauma and the Discourse Analysis of the

Narratives in Oral Histories

To the significant categories of the Oral Histories belong not only the main
phases of the life (childhood, youth, adolescence, old age) but such separate
developments and connected to them family cycles as ill health, religious and
political conversions, wars, migration. its results and imprisonment.
Discourse analysis of the Oral Histories confirms that in the context of the
political and the social life-story the Soviet period and connected to it the
painful processes play important role. They act as life dividing line according
(0 which the narratives are separated into three main and different periods:
“It”, “Before” and “After”.
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