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(226), Bulgarians (78), Serbs (29), Greeks
(11), Armenians (59), Turks (30), Gagauzes
(19) and Roma (15). There were 103 people
of other ethnicities and 334 people who
failed to register their ethnicity®.

The situation regarding native lan-
guage was somewhat different: 32,731
people spoke Yiddish, Romanian was
spoken by 29,123 people, German by
26,223, Ukrainian by 12,754 and Polish by
8,403. Hungarian was the mother tongue
of 590 people, Russian of 1,835, Serbian or
Croatian of 23, Bulgarian of 57, Czech and
Slovakian of 141, Greek of 8, Armenian of
32, Turkish of 48 and Romani of 12, while
one person had Albanian as their first
language. There were 61 speakers of other
tongues and 385 people failed to register
their native language®. Despite the vari-
ety in languages spoken in the city there
was a certain stability in the social order
as well as the way of life.

LIVING CONDITIONS

World War I and the Rumanian invasion
of Cernivei (Austrian: Czernowitz) took
place in a period of chaos and worsening
living conditions. On 4 November 1918,
M. Witner wrote about the events in
Cernivci; “Anarchy, dissoluteness, rob-
bery, shooting everywhere. No law, no
protection, no ;ull]mriry.““"l‘() cnmpmmd

matters, inflation was rife, with one cubic

LIVING CONDITIONS IN CERNIVCI:

metre of firewood costing 55 crowns, even
if one could acquire it in early November
1918. Winter came very early that year, and,
according to M. Witner, other difficulties
reared their heads — food shortages, pover-
ty and beggary, xenophobia and a general
depression among the population®.

The establishment of Romanian rule
in the region did not bring with it any
particular changes to people’s living con-
ditions. The social-democratic newspaper
Vorwirts compared the cost of living on
the eve of the war and in 1919. It was cal-
culated that, for a family of four people,
food and fuel that had cost 23 crowns in
1914 had risen to 350 crowns by 1919.” On
the tide of rising prices and inflation, in
1920 the Romanian authorities began to
exchange currency, even stamping Austri-
an banknotes with the state seal. During
this period there was much fraud, with
considerable sums of in crowns illegally
brought to the region and stamped with
fake seals and used to smuggle grain and
flour. According to V. Rusnak, those peo-
ple who smuggled these goods marked
them up by 50-100%; however, conditions
were favourable for the regions included
in newly established Poland as there was
considerable interest in abandoning the
Austrian currency and replacing it with
German marks and, later, the Polish zfoty.
The authorities finally took some meas-

ures against smuggling in /\ugusl 1920,
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were actually appreciated.
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chitect of the City Hall and several other
famous monuments. In the difficult years
of World War I, it was possible not only
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famous  historical park, but also to su(p—
plement and even expand it territorially,
Given the fact that in the twenty-first
century the architectural heritage of
Cernivci has been globally recognised, the
indicators of the city’s historical and cul-
tural values express not only the universal
cultural value, but also the social signifi-
cance of the heritage in the spatial struc-
ture of the modern urban environment as
an invaluable experience in maintaining
the continuity of traditions in relation to
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(226), Bulgarians (78), Serbs (29), Greeks
(11), Armenians (59), Turks (30), Gagauzes
(19) and Roma (15). There were 103 people
of other ethnicities and 334 people who
failed to register their ethnicity®.

The situation regarding native lan-
guage was somewhat different: 32,731
people spoke Yiddish, Romanian was
spoken by 29,123 people, German by
26,223, Ukrainian by 12,754 and Polish by
8,403. Hungarian was the mother tongue
of 590 people, Russian of 1,835, Serbian or
Croatian of 23, Bulgarian of 57, Czech and
Slovakian of 141, Greek of 8, Armenian of
32, Turkish of 48 and Romani of 12, while
one person had Albanian as their firsc
language. There were 61 speakers of other
tongues and 385 people failed to register
their native language®. Despite the vari-
ety in languages spoken in the city there
was a certain stability in the social order
as well as the way of life.

LIVING CONDITIONS

World War I and the Rumanian invasion
of Cernivci (Austrian: Czernowitz) took
place in a period of chaos and worsening
living conditions. On 4 November 1918,
M. Witner wrote about the events in
Cernivci; “Anarchy, dissoluteness, rob-
bery, shooting everywhere. No law, no
protection, no authority.”* To compound

matters. inflation wac rife with one cribic
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_momentous year for Cernivci
abitants, rapidly bringing to an
ditional society and urban cul-
damentally changing people’s
The secret agenda behind the
dibbentrop Pact in 1939 stated
would not interfere with
s of the Soviet Union towards
and Northern Bukovina, in-
ivci. On 26 June, Molotov
ultimatum  to Gheorghe
. Romania’s ambassador  to
manding the evacuation of the
'military and administration
rabia, Northern Bukovina and
egion. On 28 June 1940, the
ntered the territory of North-
1a and Bessarabia and, at ap-
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me and under Soviet control.

2

LArmy in Cernauti/Cernivci, 28 June 1940.
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The Romanian forces offered no real re-
sistance and, although the Soviet takeover
was achieved by military force, the city was
handed over by the mayor peacefu\ly and
without bloodshed. This process is further
described below. That same evening, a
22-strong Communist Party cadre autho-
rized by the Central Committee of the
Communist (Bolshevik) Party of Ukraine
(CC CPB (b)), led by Ivan S. HruSec'kyj',
immediately set about installing a Soviet
preparing new business

government,
Sovietizing the

structures and generally
region. In the following months, July and
940, this group grew rapidly at
I leaders, including local

August 1
the expense of loca
communists, as trusted party workers were
nded to Cernivei from the eastern
ns of Ukraine, tasked with rapidly

enting and reinforcing Soviet rule,
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THE SOVIETIZATION OF CERNIVCI,
THE IMPLICATIONS FOR ITS RESIDENTS
AND POST-SOVIET DEVELOPMENT

Party policy and
Marxist—Leninist
economic  Struc-
tures in the city
and in the region
as a whole.

The Commu-
nist Party took the
lead in this work,
having a monopo-
ly of power in the
Soviet Union and
the leading role in b
change. On 4 July 1940, the Communist
Party (Bolsheviks) approved the Cernivi
District Committee of the CP (B), head-

ed by Secretary Ivan S. Hrugeckyj and
comprised of EM. Olhovskyj (Second
Secretary), M.S. Konyk (Secretary of
V.T. Cane and S.H. Nikitin

lvan S. Hrusec'kyj, head
of Soviet rule, 1940-41.

ringing about societal

Personnel),

are after the Soviet takeover in 1940.
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