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Romanian Political Proposals
for Regional Development.

An Overview on the Projects from 2011’

Elena Grad-Rusu

ABSTRACT. In the last decades important economic and

social transformations in the European Union have made

3 regional development a more meaningful topn and state

actors have had to adapt their strategies m order to grow and

become more competitive The regional climate at national

level has changed in most of the countries and attempted to

adapt to the European standards. This paper seeks to address

the Romanian case, with an extended analysis of the

regionalization ideas proposed by the political parties in 2011

L] The main objective is to identify the strengths and the

weaknesses of these proposals, whether there arc similarities

and differences, as well as how original they are or if thev are

influenced by any model in their formulation Tbe i|ualitative

analysis relies on official documents, reports and interviews
with representatives of political parties from that period

KEYWORDS: regionaluation. political parties and alliances,

247 regions, regional development

Introduction

The concept of regional development, frequently
mentioned in the context ot the Lisbon Treaty, derives from that

1 This work was supported by the pniject Quality, innovative and relevant

doctoral and postdoctoral research for the labor market® POCU/380/tv

137124146, project in financ'd by (he European Soaal Fund through the
Romanian Operational I'nigr.iimme 'Human Capital" 2014-2020”



The 2014 Annexation of Crimea -
An Example of Disintegration

of the State's Territories

Oleksandr Rusnak

(Chernivtsi, Ukraine)

ABSTRACT. One of the complex burning issues that arose in
modem international relations is the annexation of Crimea in
2014, which became the consequence of priority task of the
Russian Federation — to establish its control over the
peninsula. This fact is confirmed not only by analytical
materials or the evidence of the use of the Russian Black Sea
Fleet from the Crimean bases in some military operations, but
also by several attempts to capture it during the 1990s and
2000s. Russia got another chance to achieve its goal with the
coming to power in Ukraine of pro-Russian President V.
Yanukovych. After all, it was at the apogee of the Revolution
of Dignity that the event under study took place. As it already
has serious consequences for the peninsula and Ukraine as a
whole, and may significantly affect the states of the entire
Black Sea region, in our opinion, it is extremely important in
this article to analyze in details not only the reasons and way
of the annexation of Crimea, but also to try to assess this event
as far as possible now. The use of a certain layer of specialized
scientific literature, as well as numerous testimonies of
participants in the studied processes allow to characterise
more deeply and more clearly to show the prehistory and the
course of the Russian invasion of the peninsula in 2014, to
determine the key consequences of disintegration that took

place.

KEYWORDS: annexation, Crimean peninsula, Black Sea

Fleet, Ukrainian-Russian relations.
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D*W '« ’'n*" pi«nity Revolution in UKNIr
Prom by the R« Ian Federation
the Anne«"«" " N fijnce the beginning ( ,
Six years »« _ Revo)u]too in Ukraine Many <

Hurwn.ktan a,”™ JK ™~ me |hr hlsK.ry. others are still

CWn" "7 .r hen-is a need to rethink then,, especially ,,

[ |
wJ, I ;1"-«-««" I N« rMUm m "1
00 Nen"ana.ysts have very reasbnable doubts™* ... |
‘" S l« of those processes. In particular, can ,U i
* revolution? Because a fundamental chan,,

of basic relations in the society, of the ruling reglm,

r r ~ s has not taken place. Obvious,y, this ............. 1

lecds serious scientific research. However, can be rli,
argued that the revolutionary changes have taken place i,

sphere of mass consciousness and the moral and ,1l

foundations of the life of the Ukrainian community.
On the one hand, the Euromaidan and the D

Revolution have left a deep, decisive and unforgettable tool

In history. Their ideals, hopes and decisions have dramat
changed the Ukrainian mentality, have begun and contim,
form a new Ukrainian political identity. Since the fall or :

significant changes have taken place in Ukraine. Accord.:

the researchers, "they move towards the parting of the com
with its Soviet and post-colonial past”, "the ambiguity of the
two-vector development of the country has finally been
overcome, the European identity of Ukrainians as the basic \h
been attested and, the most importantly, the movement P

actively going towards a common Europe"l After all, "everv

Iryna Hrabowvska, Yevrorevoliutsiiayak revoliutsiia hidnosti v konteksti tsivinzui?
probltnialyky |Hurorevolution as a Revolution of Dignity in the Context .
Civilizational Problematics], in "Filosofska dumka", 2014, no. 6, p 39.

1



ZL’I()204Am>Gnmoth>*a A
national mode, a8SUmes an

and its own civilization n P LLUWPrld Passes

tended human rightsld H,A810MY 1be ~ °f Uk—

steps towards European .\ cnru>crat,c freedoms, and made real
pean integration.

However, Ukraine h*« u
aggression. Temporarily ,he ,arSe* of Russian

mercenaries from Hie Russian F H' CllTtea: servicemcn and

the same time, Moscow tried torehT”™n mVaded Donbas At
During the past I m e "under itswing".

of Ukrainian-Russian relatfonI® N LA
of .D'study for sc |J|tsS ereP fzglrlybeCOmc?grsotgﬁlei%t

N\
pa r|
Adamovych4 A. I\/IaIV|n5 n v '
X/f K} 8 Nolianiuk, Kh. Dobrovolska

a'°r°V6 ang BHIRESS exploreél tb's topic in their works.
However, there Is a ,ot of new evidence from LLI

those processes (especially about the 2014 events) that are not
fully taken into account by scientists. The aim of our study iIs an

A1 U " f imPer',; Uknimka Hteratura u svitti poitkolomalno, teorn
fin the Shadow of the Empire: Ukrainian Literature in the Light of

Postcolomal Theory], Kyiv, VTs "Akademiia", 2013, p. 56.
30leksandr Zadorozhnn (uporiad.), Ukrainska Revoliutsiia hidnosti, ahresiia RF
I mizhnarodne pravo [Ukrainian Revolution of Dignity, Russian Aggression
and International Law], Kyiv, K.I.S., 2014, Oleksandr Zadorozhnii, Aneksiia
Krymu —mizhnarodnyi zlochyn [The Annexation of Crimea - an International
Crimel, Kyiv, K.1.S, 2015.
Serhii Adamovych, Faktor Chornomorskoho flotu Rosiiskoi Federatsii v suspilno-
politychnomu zhytti Ukrainy (1991-2012 rr.) [Factor of the Black Sea Fleet of the
Russian Federation in the Socio-Political Life of Ukraine (1991-2012) ], in
"Visnyk Prykarpatskoho universytetu. Istoriia”, 2012, Vyp. 22, pp. 65-75
Serhii Adamovych, Sobornist ta rehionalnyi rozvytok n suspilrw-politychnomt
zhytti nezalezhnoi Ukrainy [Unity and Regional Development in the Politic*
Life of Independent Ukraine], Ivano-Frankivsk, Misto NV, 2009.
Andrei Mal'gin, Krymskij uzel: ocherki politicheskoj istorii Krymskogo poluostrol

1989-1999 [Crimean Knot: Essays on the Political History of the Crime,

Peninsula 1989-1999], Simferopol', Novyj] Krym, 2000.
Olha Volianiuk, Khrystyna Dobrovolska, Maksym Maiorov, Krym za zavisc

Putivnyk zonoiu okupatsii [Crimea Behind the Veil. Guide to the Occupat
Zone], Kyiv, 2019.
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0 C e nrevi(,u» materials, takin*

, h, sumrrtanze } determine the pu |,
a..€Nikterakon thq 'atest »val'ablg Apta  reqe t, m
Crimea In «be pom * course and consequences ” :
decennaries. to ana Yy m
annexation of the pen- N hoW ,, all started. ...........

Let us briefly r <)vycK ,he concentration ,f
comingto P°W'rV . ofRegions began. At the same tin,,,

the band» of the . NN Many of then, m,
persecution Of °rr° oppression Of freedom of e*pr,,
outside the country aUsB took place. The com,,
and the harassmen marked by a return to pm-Kk,,
power of v. Yanukovych NN presidellt R
foreign policy °" NearkiyY, where an agreement was s,,(

D . M edvedevViS/\/\ s id e a g re e d t Q e x te n d d cp 1l 0V rv
under which the Heet (RBSF) 1o 2042. On April 2, W,

of the Russian a A commission on preparation
V. Yanukovych a NATO According to V.Denysenk.
Ukraine's a'*“ SS$* ukovych-s board and an ex-People s Dt, ,,
researchero e VerkhoVna Rada In the Cabinet
L reC of ~ le , "if we talk about geopolitical ideas
N ovych and Ms environment, they are charactered bv

f Primitivism". V. Yanukovych smcerely believed tg

71 1. h. Agreements, * , Russians u'wiV

Lush,withone-wayo p » *» «“ » “n” »

L2777 - ®-trSrSSr-

Y anukovycha wuse odno pryzvela b " a, TO™ Yanukovych's Boanl
Without Overclocking of Students the og ,  UlicsAadim-dem™**
Still Lead to Unrest], https.//www.dsnews.ua’/po N

lavit-bez-rozgonu-studentiv-logika-pravlinnya-2111-1 --

>nMarch, 12, 2020.
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The 2014 Annexation of Cri.
Th : Sample of Disintegration

reluctance of thi AU ANTT N o* Re%:ons the

economic situation have led k, , 4 Ukralne S

corrup ion nere and we will
could not but have led to Hw

|rm 1) 7ep sgcio political crisis. "Add

S a Whole bunch of problems that

CU lo thc raPéI fall of the regime"*.

On November 21 2m"
! ' n an unconstitutional way, the

Cabinet of Ministers of Ukraine decided to suspend the
preparation for signing the Association Agreement with the
European Union. This sensational news has upset the Ukrainian
society. Then the protests began in Kyiv and on the following

day in Donetsk, lvano-Frankivsk, Lutsk, Uzhgorod, Lviv and
Chemivtsil).

On November 24, the largest manifestation during the

presidency of V. Yanukovych (150,000 participants) took place in

Kyiv.

On December 1, on the anniversary of the 1991

referendum, which declared Ukraine's independence, to the

squares and streets of Kyiv came from 500,000 to 1 million
citizens took10.

On January 22, 2014, on the Ukrainian Unification Day,

"Berkut" snipers shot five Euromaidan activists in Hrushevsky

Street. The countdown of V. Yanukovych's victims, later named

.he Heavenly Hundred, began. At the same time, the seizure of

81bidem.

OSvitlana Karaban, Yevhen Yakunov, Revoliutsiia Hidnosti. Zghadaimo holoime [The
Dignity Revolution. Let's Remember the Main), https.//vwwwv.ukrinformua/
rubric-polytics/2122489-revolucia-gidnosti-zgadajmo-golovne.html,
consulted on March, 21, 2020.

Tetiana Yarmoshchuk, Myhailo Aheiev, Yevromaidan. Revoliutsiia vid pochatku

| do kintsia [Euromaidan. The Revolution from Beginning to End),
https.//ua.krymr.eom/a/ukraina-ce-evropa-euromaidan-timeline/29615328.

htmJ, consulted on March, 20, 2020.
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nl tcus - »AQH =« N"r*H N staredn 8 Kyiv and oth«r

b i ,, force, wen«* *
rln * % * % % % 2 *

Blory n'U”™ yim ~ A V- Yanukovychs
Slded "«** han 7,, caused “I''’ck *" °V'r

Iﬁ).ruary 22, -y« * und(gnn' Irfe?

Ukraine pu. H. v Yanukovy.* leftthe ad............
W «.» H»'**{ "  residence in Mezhyhirya <
building »«d wen At 3p m. of this day, the v,.iV
of February 23. < Yanukovych had resigned himself
Rada stated that du,ies and with the v,,,c,

fulfil"16"' " y '* Mhold an out of turn elections of the Pr.

Of Ukraine'3 v putin closely monitored the

RUThJSquare inearly 2014. On Bloody T W
on inaepende” ~  thev .Yanukovych's res,

February 4 ~ de{ed t0 introduce an annexation

agonizing an_ or s on the Russian medal
Crimea. Itis*iIs datetna S

« B

Returnof Chnmea = N with "green men'
The peninsula waa

rks. The Russian agency created alt,
distinguishing ma Md on March 16 a referendum

[tam s~ Crtoea with in advance-known results. On March

1SfJandr Zadorozhnii (uporiad.). V M *

'Svitlana Karaban, Yevhen Yakunov op_ >ZFW o o»
Birzhevoi Lider, Eksperty nazvak 12 ANEANEL

"For the Rty |
Kryma“podsmlaRf[ to p e *w , p ../ A v Wyprot k«
of Crimea" Framed the Russ an 20M

,,Ovosti-rossii/entry 1008208512, consulted on Mar



1204 Anictrlai f Gingo._ A A

in the Kremlin was signed * °f DisimtRra,1°"
Sevastopol asa partofthpRp fom ent to accept Crimea and

" Whole °Peration took less than

ok N V/\

a month. Immediately afte

launched a hybrid warineaste ™ a”™ s

Russian-Ukrainian
Under8,a,,di',,7*dNewE”«"rbationsh'

Attempts

o tor 2 T .o HS atempt.- -

General |nte|li9{ence Dircarfiv-nt  R/BISKky!, a rRptesentative of
N u.rcctorate of Ministry of Defence of

Ukraine, 'after the downfall of the USSR R
" Russia never %?ve up

,» hope to retun, Crimea, despite basic agreements with Ukra.ne

dated May 1997, Moscow continued to declare its rights to
Crimea and Sevastopoll6

Serious contradictions between Ukraine and Russia over

Crimea began in early 1992, when President L. Kravchuk

announced the beginning of construction of the Armed Forces of
Ukraine. On January 5, 1992, the Ukrainian government started
to swear in allegiance the troops, which stationed in Crimeal’.
On the same day, Russian President B. Yeltsin signed an oath of
allegiance to Russia for troops stationed in Ukraine. Having been
In the Volga region, he stated: "The Black Sea Fleet was, Is and
will be Russian ... no one will take it away from Russia, including

HOleksandr Rusnak, Ukraine at the Turning Point:from the Revolution of Dignity
to the Aggression of Russian Federation, in "GeoPolitica. Revista de Geografie
Politica, Geopolitica si Geostrategie", Anul XVU, no. 78-79 (2/2019). Marea

Neagra - strategii 2020, Bucuresti, 2019, pp. 280-281.

Oksana Kovalenko, Yak my vtrachaly Krym. Svidchennia pershykh osib Ukrainy

[How We Were Losing Crimea. Testimonies of the First Persons of Ukraine],
https://www.pravda.com.ua/cdn/graphics/2017/04/jak_my vtrachaly krym

_svidchennja_pershyh_osib_ukrainy/, consulted on March, 23, 2020.

I7Serhii Adamovych, Faktor ... dt., p. 66.
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N 2» 1992, in Mo— V

Corrrrees weeeines *own , - Janudnlcn. -n-“ wm h"' i
N Z N * * 1 w«h U*»»"« it has the

P.YeW0 ° ' military i«” , the divi».on ,1 ,h,,,,
neff'«**00’, fleet But **=** u>ensure the security ,,( It,
m™*is\ ~ N z | HO*** m- *>m

* 5 CKWP«* "o YC'tZ'Russia did nut want to give th,.

b" T un— °f n began to impede actively the j

CUKkraine. 1»*** ** Angjition under the contro! of UW,

~theBlackS««”™ * |igence (commun.cat.ons mterf, I
'sing both counter. ~ IQCai force measures Mow,,

radio interception) A moved to the side of Ukram,
partof the BSF neve N Russla was the acceptance ,,, 1

The most pa N commanders of the Seva,.
Ukrainian oath by m ~ ~ g 1992.Th>s provoked >

garrison, which‘oo P 7~ nextday the commandant.'

to take appr°Pnate aC .

ding assault group. The st
was seized by a R uss. M NI

Sevastopol and eve™ » criinea;becausetheis&%sopﬁ% !
MAPIeIA LU KEAINGdR* ¢ s+ infrastrucljr.

according” Sevastopo erinddentoccurred-Ukia.ru

InfantryassPtC d  With the Russian coast Guard, m,n
A0 1 6 1ne Ukraine of trying to agpropriate::

three Russians. Accus (¢ § gf separam S Oinea<k
BSF, Russia has laun e sports to employees a fe
aplggeand conducting uW lon

throughout the peninsula.

1.Serhii Adamovych, Soborwsimm P
"Serhii Adamovych, Faktor N
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I'M 2014 Anrexation of Qim

A» a result ofth» *
economic downturn in TWi1

Cnmeans the frustration with | h,, "iun,'n* >
Ukraine increased, which result,...,'In 7 m of
«lections to the Verkhovm R * v,Ary in the 1994
a, N the ..o : 'Y - W

"President" OfC rim e ad T rowd Y "' hk"V “ »

of g[}[eﬁﬁmy krom the Uknici™ thed to separate the authorities
n,state structures and hoped for

j?jilir:eswport He urgela Eussm to include Crimea In its
According to the ex-People's Deputy M. Porovskyi, the
Main Intelligence Directorate (GRU) of the General staff of the
Russian Armed Forces at this time launched a large-scale
intelligence campaign in Crimea, relying on the intelligence
structures of the BSF. In particular, during the intensification of
Y. Meshkov's confrontation actions, the GRU organized a total
surveillance of all objects of the Armed Forces, the Ministry of

Internal Affairs and the National Guard of Ukraine on the

peninsulal. By that time, the BSF by the Secret Service Forces of

the RBSF had already organized a prototype of the "Crimean

army" —the detachment "Scorpion” in Simferopol. In addition,

the preparation work started for the seizure of key objects of
Ukrainian troops in Sevastopol. In the end, the situation on the
peninsula was stabilized by the deployment to Crimea of nearly

60,000 border guards and the National Guard of Ukraine2l In its

turn, the RF on the wave of separatist movements within its own

D Mykola Porovskyi, Shpyhunstvo proty suverennoi Ukraiul/[Espionage against

Sovereign Ukrainel, in "Derzhavnist”, 1996, Cherven, no. 2, p. 33-34.

2l Yaroslav Mezentsev, Kholodna viina zn Krym (Cold War tor Crimea),

https://tyzhden.ua/Publication/3799, consulted on March, 27, 2020.
51
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* kX g MCS™MOV» , * Chechny ...... >,

Nt h e endof ™  ond the fleet a*.... .

m , Crimea. W ** £ v 9ltof the Ukrau..... ....
probl«™ ol During 1996, the State-1.......

re*va* reflarded as u-rri,..,.,
L Kud" '3 appeal. " « * * state Dumavotedt.,, .,,,

2Rk 5 ¢ 4 VSOt > (° ot tati,ied by Ih" 1' !
banning « * Federation Council ,,(
Counch , 5, 1996 - terrlitory anl

NSevastopolas™V * °© motatorium on the S,,t/e g
°alJl |, B Veltsinto deClat -onalactsconcern™*

PreS thontiesofany::u: (Sevastopolbefore tV,
the Sta" ! ofCrimea, andte rf~ federation C
1116 *. of the special con”™m of NATO u, R

* '"W°H oover, wrth A fording W A.Malgin, W -r
borders, Russian aloeR/@nd povliticall confrontation w uf,

Prime Minister o

bea U mMomyniinsignedm vy D VRIS £ By A

° rtheStayof® RuSSian , conditions of Stay «

gge@q(rame »0m the Statys.afg itory olUUtan/. Or

VAVAYVAVAR & 500> Rekakeh

AAndrei Mai'g»n, op. at., P-
wilbidem, p- 45*
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1 *"] btISIC ‘,Rrc'ernen]s with Ukraine,

However, despite Il
Moscow continued to

Sevastopol, o0,, September.™ 20n"" / 'f"” * 0imC'a *nd
Ukraine and the RF ih, ' a confl.ct broke out between

levee by Russia inthe K | T 2~ Which Was ,he erection «f a

Taman (Kiasnodartal I  Hmi,; “ " ~ *ou
since January 1941 is Id * island ° 'Tuz'a-which

r r ra,Vdy 3 Part Cr,mea ThuUS-
‘S'and °*

Russia intended to ;
by having violated the territorial™*"?

November 2003, the eBAHIEE \was resolvéd, though both sides
have al-dy begun ,0 prepare (or,, armed

4 ° ran8e Revolution radicalized
relations on the peninsula, but the Crimean elite refused to
Initiate disintegration ideas because of the negative experience of
the early 1990s. In 2005-2009 the socio-political situation in the
region was exacerbated by the approach of the lease term end of
Ukrainian territories by the RF for the BSF and the conflict
situations over the Crimean Tatar issue.

After the Orange Revolution, Foreign Minister of Ukraine
B. Tarasiuk stated that the Russian side violations of the BSF
agreements were systemic" because of the unauthorized use of
the territory of Sevastopol, the subletting of fleet premises, the
work of the prosecutor's office and courts of the neighboring
state, the use of navigation equipment and radiofrequencies of
Ukraine2r. In April 2005, Deputy Head of the Press Service of the
Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Ukraine D. Svystkov even stated

® Vasyl Denysiuk, Istoriia rosiisko-ukrainskykh konfliktiv na mori: vid Tuzly do
NEYMA [History of Russian-Ukrainian Conflicts at Sea: from Tuzla to
NEYMAJ, https://24tv.uaZistoriya_rosiysko ukrayinskih_konfliktiv_na_
mori_vid _tuzli_do_neyma nl 184226, consulted on March, 28, 2020.

27 Borys Tarasyuk, Ol tias ozhidayut real nyh dejstvij (Real Actions Expect from

Us], in "Zerkalo nedeli", 2005, 23 aprelya, p. 3.
53
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that Ukraine allows for the early withdrawal (f ®
the Crimea, but at the initiative of the Russian | kh'
said that "the establishment of the Russian Black s< 111
Crimea after 2017 ... we are not talking about"Z 'l n 1

At the same time, the youth of Sevasmrﬂ”llconhr

educated on Russian history and patriotism TVU "I
RBSF played an important role in this proctS " U
functions that went beyond the responsibilities ()f

structure. Thus, the RBSF often interfered with the

schools and higher education institutions in Cnrr,,,’

on them their educational programs; Ukrainian

recruited to the Black Sea Branch of Moscow Unﬁvﬁ .
ersify:]
In 2006, In violation of the agreements, Russi,

control over the objects of the navigation and h i
support system of seafaring in Ukrainian territorial
particular, when on January 13, 2006, representatives or

enterprise "State Hydrography" took control of the lighti-
the Yalta port, which was occupied before by the RBSF

command of the Russian fleet went on escalation of tfv
and decided to strengthen the protection of 35 0K |,

navigation and hydrographic purpose in Crimead
On May 20,2008, the President of Ukraine V. \u n

sighed a decree "On Measures to Ensure the Develop

Ukraine as a Maritime State". In this document, the Head or

Instructed the Cabinet of Ministers to prepare a bhill @

BSerhii Solodkyi, Problemy po-flotsky [Problems in the Navy], in

21 aprelya, p. 3.
lhor l.osiev, Ukrninskyi Sevastopol: mynule, suchasnc, mtilf*-11

Sevastopol: Past, Present, Future], in "Suchasnist”, 2008, no 7} -
P Valerii Kravchenko, Nu 1 namaiachyly [Well, They Hawve ™

"Dzerkalo tyzhnia", 2006, 21-27 sichnia, pp. 1, 3.

o4



termination Since 2017 of np ®of D,rtn»*8riiait,..
on the territory oOf Htér - r}o]ﬂ%narlr,qopJﬁs%temporary stay

diplomats first publiclyriltg'?eél) th Af-rwards, Russian

extend the RBSF's stay | .lk . 31 Russia s corstinued goal is to
pressure on Ukraine stated th T P°jiHc'a"S exerting
the law on termination of J f ~ (?f Ukrain”™ adoPtion of
2017, Russia has the rikh, lo °n ,h* RBSF inc<f

| "Rht to raise the Issue of Crime«’» affiliation
and the status of Sevastopolil

1 kri'" 1,an Slde alsi’ made fadical statements. The fi
commander of the Navy of the Armed Forces of Ukraine Vice

Admiral B. Kozhyn said that in case of non-compliance the tenns

of the agreement by the RF, Ukraine may confiscate Russian
military equipment after 20173

A new exacerbation of the situation around the RBSF
occurred after the beginning of the Russo-Georgian war on
August 8, 2008. The impetus to complicate relations was the
withdrawal of Russian warships from Sevastopol without
warning the Ukrainian authorities and their involvement in the
armed conflict. In response, on August 13, 2008, V. Yushchenko
signed decrees that changed the procedure for crossing the
border of Ukraine by military personnel and warships from

reporting to a permissible. The servicemen were pledged to fill

In the migration cards and report about the cargo33.

3 Valerii Kravchenko, Pidkhid do snariadu i Kyiv hotuietsia do in/vedemua
Chornomorskohoflotu Rosii z Ukrainy [Approach to the Projectile and Kyiv is
Preparing to Withdraw the Black Sea Fleet of Russia from Ukraing], in

"Dzerkalo tyzhnia", 2008, 31 travnia, p. 5.

2Serhii Adamovych, Faktor ... cit,, p. 73.
3 Valentina Samar, Vyhodim iz kiVvatera? |Getting Out of the Wake?], in

"Zerkalo nedeli", 2008, 16 avgusta, p. 2
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Disintegration and Integration in East-Central Brgpe
iIn late 2008, V. Yushchenko signed At

Additional Measures for Socio-Economic Devl—b>»|’3\ . 1_,(
O 11
of Sevastopol”. The document instructed the task

group to develop bills on attraction of jnV(,f P1

development of the economy in Sevastopol and
proposals for tine use, after 2017, of Sevastopol Bay ,r,

for non-military purposes, the redevelopment and m

fr

of port infrastructure.
According to the survey, 70% of Sevastopol

advocated for the implementation of the project VAh
improve their living standards and minimize the Ir

after a decrease in naval presence. On what the Fir
Minister of Foreign Affairs of the RF A. Denisov . Y
publication of the decree - "is a line of psychological pr
the Russian Federation ... the line of displacement of

Sea Fleet from Sevastopol"3
On April 21, 2010 in Kharkiv V. Yanukovych

Russian President D. Medvedev signed thp "a
Between Ukraine and the Russian Federation on the &,
Black Sea Fleet of the Russian Federation on the Terr
Ukraine", according to which the stay of the RBSF in Seva-
was extended since 2017 to 2042 with the possibility of autonv
extension for 5 years. However, according to V. Skibitskv; |,
If in 2010 Yanukovych did not sign "Kharkiv Agreement,

Russia ... the Russians would certainly take steps to continue:,.

Russian Black Sea Fleet's stay in Crimea"3%.

% Sergel Kunicyn, Sevastopol® mozhet stat" CHernomorskim ekotiomicheskw -a
[Sevastopol Could Become the Black Sea Economic liger)- 1L

nedeli”, 2009, 24-30 yanvarya, p. 2.
IS Oksana Kovalenko, op. cit.
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exation of Crimea - An Example of Disintegration...

servicel, published ir? Zf?,p)r,e:c’ﬁl:"l,’f%*rr%iﬂﬁ whl@nian special

for them, confirms that
\ insula is needed for Russia only

as a powerful military base. They are building up troops in
Crimea, using it as an advanced base to secure Russian military
presence in Syria, primarily at the expense of the RBSF. Another
factor: according to the basic agreements on the temporary stay
of the RBSF on the territory of Ukraine, Russia was not entitled

to re-equip and modernize the fleet independently without

agreement with Ukraine. Now, Russia is delivering modem

weapons into Crimea"3%6.

Some Important Facts about the Annexation

of Crimean Peninsula in 2014

prehensive preparations of Moscow concerning the
annexation of Crimea Russia began in 2013, when the RF, in its
Foreign Policy Concept, determined the preservation of its

Influence on Ukraine. With the beginning of the Dignity

Revolution, Russia, in the guise of conducting training and
securing the Winter Olympic Games in Sochi (January-February

2014), formed a powerful grouping of troops near the eastern

borders of Ukraine, with a total number of 37,000 servicemen,

which was then used to invade Crimea and conducting a military

operation in the south-eastern regions of Ukraine.
Since February 22, 2014, there has been an increase In

Russian forces in the south of the RF and in Crimea. They began

to transfer secretly troops to the peninsula by large landing ships

Hlbidem.
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from the territory of the KF in the violation of ,,u (

Ukrainian agreementsl
The Ukrainian Intelligence recorded the rm.v, I’WI

military, an increase of patrols, and the KUNSI h(., (
switched to round-the-clock duty. These are all intH I, ]

of preparations. At that moment, UKraine had a very ' W
situation. Hie president left the country, the Mir,,st,.r /f '

fled, the reformation of power was continuing and
processes in Kyiv did notend. It was difficult to d, '

byt in many cases almost impossible. In turn, V. pur Ay

were swift and coordinated.
"The Military Intelligence recorded how jn the |

of February there was a transfer of units of airborne tmf

different regions of Russia by air to Anapa. It was until F

27. Large amphibious ships carried the transfer of Marir,
Novorossiysk to Sevastopol"38. About the military unit
RF, which were involved in the seizure of the n,
comprehensive information was provided by 0.\o ,
H. Dobrovolska, and M. Maliorov in their work3o.
According to V. SKibitskyi, the capture of the Qim
Verkhovna Rada became the second phase of the open-
"Even though we had information that Russian troops

pushed forward to the building, there was no one to ckt-

them. The MIA and SSU divisions in the majority moved G-

side of the enemy"40.

I7Ukrainska Pravda, Putin hriukaie zbroieiu na korcioni z Ukrainom [Ruin
His Weapon on the Border with Ukraine), https.//www.pravda.umiui.-

2014/02/26/7016367/, consulted on March, 26, 2020.

wOksana Kovalenko, op. cit.
w()lha Volianiuk, Khrystyna Dobrovolska, Maksym Maiorov, of- ' 1

NOksana Kovalenko, op. cit.
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Xom,,,cof
"R "a. wo 9hould Mrry (iuf

ha, transferre<] the mlir,
*«* «» comba, read,ness. AH

blocking of all Ukrainian *“ ~ s' * <Pal-"'“rther -

reconnaissance aircraft were ,re',"ary UM5 Assau" and
use. Divisions of the coastal prtpar<d IH ""mediate combat

cover areas of the land borderor th ~ A~ m°Ved '° he

Crimea, the Crimean isthmuseswas bl T " 0l"“*“ R PUblfc
of company Support posts was °c  and,he ~u.pment

Perekop, Armiansk and Chongar <u in the areas of

Moscow was preDar.
operation ,,, libt'rato c

Crimean group to .
warships wen, out ,,,, ®

nd : . e .
. . otaunif* d grouping A Russian troﬂ S |ﬁ
Crimea. Its number increase groHRing P

3boi it 30,000 servi‘cemeﬁas?fg’\angf”j' March 2014 amounted to
en' The thlrd stage included and the

disarmament of Ukrainian troops*'.
Formally, the annexation of Crimea ended on March 18,

2014. And already on March 27, the United Nations General

Assembly supported a resolution, which recognizes the

Inviolability of Ukraine's territorial integrity. 100 UN member
states voted in favour of the resolution4 This session of the UN
General Assembly was convened specially to consider the issue
of Russia's armed occupation of Ukraine's, namely the Crimean

peninsula.

4 Ukrainska Pravda, V Krijmu perebuvaiut vzhe 30 tysiach rosiiskykh iniskovykh -

prykordonnyky [In Crimea There Are Already 30,000 Russian Militaries -
Border Guards], https.//vwww.pravda.com.Ua/news/2014/03/7/7018027/,

consulted on March, 22, 2020.
£ United Nations, Voting Record on Draft Resolution AI68/L.39 Territorial

Integrity of Ukraine, https:/papersmart.unmeetings.org/en/ga/68th-session/
plenary-meetings/documents/voting-record/resolution-68262/, consulted

on March, 21, 2020.
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Crimea Nowadays: Disintegration and Rein.eg,,,

of Peninsula
The occupation has serious economic ccm*

Ukraine, Russia and Crimea itself. The most serious ,, *
for Crimea became the problems with water ax) 1 N

L fri1

supply* at

Sincx? then, reports have come from e rimi(,
repressions against indigenous population, Crirrv.an , |
Intimidation of those who opposed against Russian anr
Despite repeated calls from UN General Assembly, RIISS]
to allow international human rights missions to the penin’

On the basis of reports and monitoring of Incr

organizations, the National Institute for Strategy Si(1
prepared an analytical note "On the Respect for the Rif
Crimean Tatar People in the Annexed Crimea". The
pointed out that the violation of the rights of the Crimt
people is revealed in: the persecution of the Crimean !
cases of violence and cruel treatment directed agoi:
Crimean Tatars; the coercion to "voluntary" déportah
restrictions on the rights to the freedom of relig;
destruction of collective forms of self-organization r
Crimean Tatars, the suppression of their political identir

restrictions on the right to freedom of peaceful meeting

persecution of media and journalists; the compulser,

renounce the citizenship of Ukraine43

BNatsionalnyi Instytut Stratehichnykh Doslidzhen, "'Shchodo dotr/m.
krymskotatarskono narodu v aneksovanomu Krymu". Analituihv.u :
( Concerning the Observance of the Rights of the Crimean Tatar
the Annexed Crimea". Analytical Note], https.//niss.gov.ua/ZLioslid

politika/schodo-dotrimannya-prav-krimskotatarskogo-narodu \
nomu-krimu, consulted on March, 28, 2020.

60

h,
re

«

el

N\

;UQJ

_ = AT 0 ©


https://niss.gov.ua/Lioslid

2004 o,,n

«*«Mon of Crimea - an ,,
N

The Crimean Tatar p
the preservation of the Ar1.o™N'Tn.'Tw CI'T Fen*Y «Kued for

the annexation of Crimea by Rvi44j'Y' Y  Ukraine and gainst

Hie Crimean Tatars, the socal]>drJ " PRERE o f et of
at all. Die Crimean Tatar DiaRD, ' ' n‘ndum did n<*take PJpce

has declared that the Russian™”™ We"&* N Crlrnean Tat»r»
recognized by them. In resp(,ns" ™ IPal'PI°f Crimea is not

Crimean Tatar leaders M. N *0

Hundreds of activists are h

occupying authorities. To the m
enlisted arrests on March 11 in tl
searches in Ba”chysall t

Crimean Tat_ars were d8f8‘iﬂ88: ﬁmet Sﬁllg{rﬁ'an%'\%mscéitum&:
Seitumerov, Osman Seifymeray SR Rustem Seitmemetov, who
are suspected allegedly by the Federal Security Service in «e
activity of organisation Hizb ut-Tahrir, which is forbidden in
Russia. Moreover, as the head and organizer of this non-existent

was appointed” the former activist of Crimean Solidarity
In 2018 left Crimea for Kyiv

hubarov
pr°Secuted by
rnCent examples can be
;N PedCrim- A1 seven

cell
Seitumer Seitumerov, who
(nowadays he works as an announcer on the Crimean Tatar

channel ATR). On March 12, as Crimean activist Server Bariev

notified, Russian security officers had searched the home of
Crimean Tartar Zera Bezazieva in the village of Rozdolne, whose
husband had been in a hospital for several months. At the same

time, security officers claimed that they were looking for a

weapon, but they did not find anything44.

» Mykola Semena, Hibrydna deportatsiia yak sposib zaminy naselennia na

pivostrovi [Hybrid Deportation as a Way of Replacing the Population on the
Peninsula], https://rn.day.kyiv.ua/uk/article/podrobyci/gibrydna-deportaciya

-yak-sposib-zaminy-naselennya-na-pivostrovi, consulted on March, 22,

2020.
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Disintegration .nd Integration in East-Central Europe
According to M. Semena, the purpose of, lic|,

intimidate the local population, to encourage m,r,, ’
unreliable for Russia Crimeans, namely Cr,, ..
Ukrainians, to leave the peninsula. This is the

ethnic cleansing of the population of the annexed t,.rr|fy

the current political situation in the world, Russia Can
to forced deportation of people, as it did in 1944, §) {(
the resistance and increase the number of loyal popURh(

Crimea triggered a hybrid deportation, during whichit
dissenters from the peninsula and instead brings ,n}

from continental part of the country45.
In particular, according to various materials (,\\jit

Social Policy of Ukraine, public organizations), jn .
months of occupation Crimea left from 20,000 to 78,000

According to unofficial data, which is operated by tl,,
Representative of the President of Ukraine in Crirnt

Tasheva, approximately 100,000 people together
military have left for the mainland Ukraine since the b

of the occupation. Instead, under various programs from
about 500,000 people have come to Crimea, without takir
account the number of military men, which is, of course K

secret, but according to unofficial estimates, they also mar-

about half a million people.
According to the Chairman of the Majlis of the crip.

Tatar People, R. Chubarov, to promote the colonization >
peninsula by RF, should also and V. Putin's decree on
ownership in the occupied Crimea: "They create for them,

eged legal mechanism, which in their view, should *

blbidem.
<liamuk, Khrystyna Dobrovolska, Maksvm Maiorov, oy a: P

62



M N 2014 Annd-bm <y Criniii« - An Bx
conditions for the resettlement of
Namely, "those against whom |, dtlI**TOto Crimea’,
Include those people, whoh a v e * tirect,d may
Russian passports. They can | de declarol& rmi,1y for«.d to obtain
of Ukraine and from them win , . Vhm( thd

H «c language» (RuMia* I
have been proclaimed offici iiiv r
activities of the Ukrainian SChT J'T ' K)rmal bans the
ite

1k

N o«

e an,antl( nm<an fatar)

not find, but the realities are

are no editions in Ukrainian N N

-Ukrainian thea er studios are beine

closed, even radio stations refill fr
CRUBC front h gh-quality Ukrainian

music. ]I_'oday, Russian officials nwn Dot Here i only one
school with Ukrainian language in the peninsula (school no 20
In Feodosia), where 146 children study in 9 forms. There are 13
Ukrainian forms more in seven schools. In 2017/2018 academic

year, 318 children (0.2% of the total number of pupils) studied in
the Ukrainian language in Crimea, which is in 35 times less than
before the occupation. However, this Russian statistics is also

conditional, because remain questions about the quality of the

Ukrainian-language educational process. It is known that

parents are forced to reject from the Ukrainian language teaching
of children at schools, and those who want are persecuted for

disloyalty to the current authorities48

47 Espreso, "'Pryskorennia kolonizatsii Krymu™: Chubarov pro rishmnia Putina

pozbavyty krymchan bez pasporta RF pri/bcrezhnoi zemli (“"Accelerating of
Colonization of Crimea". Chubarov about Putin's Decision to Deprive
Crimeans without Passport of RF Coastal Land), https.//espresotv/
news/2020/03/25/podibne _bulo _za chasiv_pershoyi_aneksiyi _krymu_koly
_u_krymskykh tatar masovo_vyluchaly zemlyu chubarov pro ukaz_put

ina, consulted on March, 27, 2020.
« Olha Volianiuk, Khrystyna Dobrovolska, Maksym Maiorov, op. at., p. 110

63


https://espreso.tv/

I fnic'aratlfjn in Easf-Central Furop<

In fact, Ukrainian cultural centers, muS(.lll]
and educational organization, were liquidated in ("’

are facts that during searches were removed U
portraits Of Ukrainian figures of the past, books hy 1l

Ukrainian authors (in particular, from the Ivan I r, ™

SimferopobJ.
In 2015 the Museum of Ukrainian Embrnid,.rv

The Ukrainian Cultural Center Is the only

organization openly engaged in preserving Cf ,h(. '
language and culture on the peninsula, joining t0 (]
traditions, and creativity of the Ukrainian people, pK]|]

newspaper Crimean Blackthorn. Today, the organ,,
only a few activists; they are systematically SUrnn _
questioning, warned about the inadmissibility of <,

threatened. This organization is forbidden to hold pubi

and searches are carried out in the homes of activists t
devices are confiscated, etc. Ukrainians are also pers,.,
religious matters. For example, on January 28, 2019, th
"Arbitration Court of the Republic of Crimea" appri,
removal in the Crimean Diocese of the Ukrainian Qth
Church of the Kyiv Patriarchate the premises of St. \O|<Ht.

and Olga Cathedral in Simferopol49.
Experts say that the events that took place in the vonr-

2014 in Crimea led to the polarization of society on the ptnr,

disturbed the balance iIn interfaith and inter-ethnic rda:

Today there is a high probability of breaking out of a >

Inter-ethnic conflict in CrimeaX0.

wlbidem, p. 111.
Krym.Realii, Okupatsiia porushyla balans u mizhkonfesiim/kh wiinc®

Krymu - eksperny (The Occupation Has Broken the Balance in Irt:
Relations in Crimea - Experts], https.//uakrymr.eom/a/2b~0

consulted on March, 24, 2020.
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The U4 /4

Mk Pion of Criu,
Recently, more and Yo F o
ft* a powerful military ,rilu ,: '7 - - |, , RCrcujated
Crimean territory, which, lk] been ft)rmed ,,,,
the whole throughout the Black | "I*«««™ on
component that covers the tmir m «" alr
ack ** »«e |l IS also a

surface and submarine floot a .
been strengthened by mean' an comP°nent that today has

to Kyiv. In addition, the coaStaTmiOfOn9%e' NcachbllMK - a,mos*
expanded, which will allow C mplexes are being
throughout the Black Sea. The dis SUrfaCe tar8ets almost
including nuclear weapons is TTJIXrl 7, TP°IB°" ° ‘bel *YP&
occupied Crimea". UE °n territory of

In addition, if we talk about the hybrid » used

Russta, then we should a.so talk about changes iIn the

Information field. Moscow is conducting a powerful information
campaign. "We are now increasingly dealing with fake messages
that are on the verge between breaking news and misinformation.
Not only Russian civilian structures are engaged In such issues,
but also the structures of the Ministry of Defense of RF. Directly
In the Southern District of the Armed Forces of the RF a whole
department was created, which works In this direction. The
divisions of this department are entrusted with such tasks as
Information isolation of the occupied districts, conducting of
active propaganda, other issues, which are controlled not only at

the level of the Southern District, but also at the level of the

General Staff of the Armed Forces of the RF"5L

8 Ukrinform, Zasoby PPO Rosiiskoi Federatsii siahaiut nashoi terytorii maizhe do
Kyieva [Air Defense Facilities of the Russian Federation Reach Our Territory
Almost to Kyivl], https.//wwww.ukrinform.ua/Zrubric-ato/2773273-vadinv

skibickij-predstavnik-golovnogo-upravlinna-rozvidki-minoboroni.html,

consulted on March, 27, 2020.
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11 nnucaaence» of Crimea s Ann(.Xa(i
M«rMmHon.icn"72 hrt<,, ,n4 ,,

Rf CMIKW?**"d r s
' «t.p*««” "f Crim,'/a Wa* «"'e M,

fc,,v <" R, rnf* an<l . a"" nil"

1. 1* okox oy« " o* 21944 Accogdiri> ,.,";
sri N M~ ug ...

*xx o «K. "o are*- ha; e R-4 ...

., Mm.inv *"en*T«har " "
N IM aresomeexamples: V Puhn trampk,(,,n g

toe UN Charter, (he Helsinki F.nal Act and th(, (

Friend**. Cooperation and Partnership between ,Jbr’
the RF. He also violated Russia's commitment, which
In the 1994 Budapest Memorandum, namely the fr
"respect Ukraine's borders" and "to refrain from thn.:
using force against Ukraine's territorial integrity nr

iIndependence
Accordlng to the diplomat's words, it is

obser\re the principle that states can not change the bo,- j
acquire territory by force. Whether the world adhere
principle, the security of each nation will depend rh
the fate of Crimea matters to us all. No country, no mnt
is, can notdismember its neighbour and violate into
without consequences for itself.

The hybrid aggression of the RF against Uknp

direct annexation of Crimea and a separate part of Donb

- Borys Dzhonson, My znaiemo, yak Rosiia vkrnla Knim i

N LWary MZS Brytami fWe Know How Russia S tT ¢
Know How to Proceed. u , Crimea, jiv

NlJfwwweulZ 7 | Y the Forei™' Minister of Bt
*  March, 27. 2020. ® MNCT wmasalrICle™ 018/02/23/7077929/. a™



nnOWn prObIem» in ’h|| ,

particular, (he violation of one of" ! "*C'r'y In
Charter that a state or a Kroun of oo °* h* UN

dlredy or indlreclly dom,»Hc aHai!l* Z 1?2 * **'M m m

competence of another »late |\},,,Jat * * '~ w' h"" th<
military, ... cal or other coercing Z N
stale. Il » forbidden to organize or ' ~Ua*’ anV

activity aim edlat #orcib'ly changinKWtﬁg%weFﬁ subversive, terrorist

N *ructure of another states

* “ “on <f T inian peninsula testified tha,
v. Pubn .s trying to expand the hybrid war and spread Russian

influence m the countries of Central-Eastern and Western
Europe. According to some researchers, the Russian side
supports "frozen conflicts" such as in Transnistria, Abkhazia,
etc., with the aim of informal pressure on the post-Soviet

republics, as well as by the informal methods helps to spread
separatist movements within the EU.

According to experts, the level of the Russian threat in the
Black Sea area remains high. "This is the region with the highest
density of protracted conflicts". Considering that in 2014, when
Russia annexed Crimea and started the war in Donbas, it was
already trying to get to the largest port city of Odesa, "a new
separatist movement in Odessa can occur at any time"%4

It IS also a threat of large-scale hostilities from the side of
RF, which maintains a high level of formation of its troops near

Ukraine. According to the Ukrainian intelligence, "for today,

B Orhanizatsiia Obiednanykh WNatsii, Statut Orhanizatsii Obiednanykh Natsii
(The Charter of the United Nations], https.//uk.wikisource.org/wiki/
CraTyT_OpiaHi3auii_06%27e4naHHXx_Hau,iw, consulted on March, 25,2020.
1 lulia-Sabina Joja, Three Conflict Scenarios for the Black Sea in 2020,
https://www.fpri.org/article/2020/01/three-conflict-scenarios-for-the-black-

sea-in-2020/, consulted on March, 28, 2020.
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nd Integration .n F.44te>n«ral F.urop*..

DiHinU'gratxH J1 three Russian divisi<ms
Since 2015, the n d the 3rd, 144th and , ,,,
border is alreacy formation of the Hih n,,,
divisions. In addition, NN directly 4,

Southern Mil« ry 2 accordlng to the plans that

direction.eonH" I are scheduled to be complete, I,
RF. the main,a<*v ™ 2 w ords, these are the n.e,

<*20,4" 7 line combat connections capable of an,,

Wi" A Caucasus 2020 training is planned .... wh.
d,red,0On ,, new formations against our state will b, pr,

for"T ItlaldH.., in training centers of the
eluding on the territory of Crimea K.

d'StnCtin such circumstances, it is necessary to com,,,,
of al, possible measures to stop the Russian aggress,™,
N Ine, In particular, not to cease the pressure (In R

Z ership. including continuing sanctions, as the most
mechanism Tor AreMY to renewal of peace and complta,

Of the international law. And world pohtraa,

[/ e Z the priority of the Black Sea as the region of the ,,

Conclusions

Thus on the one hand, the Euromaidan and the
Revolution IN Ukraine have catalyzed positive change,
country, and on the other, intensified Russia's imperial *
to spread influence and control on its territory. The t,W

V. Yanukovych's regime coincided in time with the beg«,

the annexation of the Crimean peninsula. And on Feb.ua

BHUKrinform, op. Cit.
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2014, the bloodiest day in the ¢ f * DB"“*8r*l,on"
and "Berkut's" sub-unlis Wasd ];ahon between protesters
s' was eCISIve

38W"

The Russian Federation has b

downfall of the USSR and |
Crimea during the 1990s-2000s P' dledly attemPted to capture

actigpg of the HKrain: . Juthokygvyer, the well-coordinated
enforcement

allowed repelling the mostd ° _
dangerous attacks in 1993-

n" sirni*ar P'an* since the

S res
1994, 2003

New aggravation on the peninsula and in Russ.an-

Ukrain.an re ations generally occurred in 2005-2009. The main
reason was the change in Ukraine’s foreign policy (deepening

cooperation with the European Union, NATO), as well as the

strengthening of ties between the official Kyiv and the

Autonomous Republic of Crimea. The result of this policy had to

be the gradual reduce of the military presence in the region and
the final withdrawal of the RBSF from the naval bases on the

peninsula after 2017.
For an aggressive in general foreign policy of the RF, the

loss of naval bases in Crimea would lead to significant

restrictions in the possibility of the military using in the Black Sea
region. After all, in recent decades, the ships of the RBSF have
been involved In the Russo-Georgian war, to ensure Russian
military presence in Syria. The Russian leadership could not
allow the loss of Crimea. Thus, the 2010 Kharkiv Agreements
became a turning point in Russian-Ukrainian relations and

allowed the RF on the contrary to strengthen its influence on the

peninsula.
The deployment of the naval forces of the RBSF in

Ukraine exacerbated the disintegration tendencies in Crimea and

Russia's geopolitical role in the Black Sea region. The
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