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Abstract 
The article deals with the religious contexts of the modern civilizational crisis caused 

by Russia’s war of aggression against Ukraine. Among the multitude of thematic lines of this 
set of problems, the article’s authors focus their attention precisely on the position of the world 
Orthodox Churches regarding this war. The concentration of such attention is objectively 
determined by the fact that the majority of Ukrainian citizens position themselves as Orthodox 
by faith, and therefore, are particularly sensitive to the opinion of the leaders of the Orthodox 
Churches of the world. The article examines the value aspects of the problem of a just peace 
and considers alternative moral positions about this. Further, with reference to published 
documents and sources, the article classified the position of the governing structures of the 
world Orthodox Churches regarding the current war in Ukraine. The positions of autocephalous 
Churches are considered, and also some of the Churches jurisdictionally subordinate to 
autocephalous ones. The research is interdisciplinary including religious studies, ethics, social 
philosophy, and political science. The data of the latest sociological studies in Ukraine are 
considered. 

Keywords: peace, war, government, the Orthodox, Ukraine, the world Orthodox 
Churches, state-aggressor, value position, religious leadership. 

Introduction 
Russian military aggression in Ukraine, as is known, has been going on for much longer 

than since February 28, 2022. Unprecedentedly, it became discussed at international platforms 
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of various professional fields precisely after the large-scale invasion of the Russian army in 

February 2022. This invasion undermines not only the idea of world security, but the world 

economy, and ecology. It also highlights a number of value crises in the world in general and, 

in particular, in institutions whose purpose is to spread morally adequate narratives and 

practices (promoting peace building, understanding on the basis of justice). We keep in mind 

the religious communities and their leaders, and also the willingness or unwillingness of the 

representatives of the world Churches to be moral authorities during such a critical period of 

history. It is obvious that the “moral authority” in such sensitive conditions is a person or a 

community capable not only of repeating the well-known instructions of love and virtue 

(characteristic of humanist religious and ethical systems). This in itself is not enough. A 

religious leader, being responsible for the flock and the teaching of religion, must have the 

courage not only to moralize about the ideal, but also to expose immorality that violates the 

laws of human coexistence. There is no doubt that international publicity of what is happening 

in Ukraine, and adequate human and moral evaluations of these events, are extremely 

important. Not only does the world’s support of Ukraine depend to a considerable extent on 

how the world will perceive these events, but also how it will evaluate them from the point of 

view of good and evil. The ability to talk about the actual significance of ethical systems that 

claim the status of presenters of fundamental humanist moral criteria depends on this.  

The question of the role of the Russian Orthodox Church in this war has already been 

widely researched. Its study is closely related to the analysis of the connection between 

activation in recent decades of the so-called doctrine of the “Russian world” with the role in its 

implementation by functionaries and ideologists of this Church and its satellites. This 

ideological campaign was, figuratively speaking, an “intelligence fight” in the information and 

cultural war, which Russia launched against Ukraine many years ago (at least since 2014), 

encroaching on its territorial integrity. The positions of the leaders of the Russian Orthodox 

Church (ROC)—Patriarch Kiril (Gundyayev) and other representatives of this community have 

become an even more active subject of research since February 2022. One of the latest 

publications on this theme1 quite objectively and clearly emphasizes the active participation of 

the leaders of the ROC in the justification of war and war crimes. It should be noted that the 

Ukrainian Orthodox Church (UOC), until May 27, 2022, acknowledge some points of 

dependence on the Moscow Patriarchate in its Management Statute. Its Primate (Metropolitan 

1 Alar Kilp and Jerry G. Pankhurst, (2022) "Soft, Sharp, and Evil Power: The Russian Orthodox Church in the 
Russian Invasion of Ukraine," Occasional Papers on Religion in Eastern Europe: Vol. 42: Iss. 5, Article. 
Available at: https://digitalcommons.georgefox.edu/ree/vol42/iss5/2.  
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Onufriy Berezovsky since 2014) was a permanent member of the Holy Synod of the ROC. 

Only on May 27, 2022, when the full-scale invasion had already lasted three months, the 

Council of UOC made the appropriate changes to its Management Statute. However, in wider 

society, there are still ongoing discussions regarding the completeness and sincerity of this 

Church’s break with Moscow. Additionally, some of the hierarchs of the UOC, after Russia’s 

occupation of the Ukrainian territories, started collaborating with the invaders. This is 

particularly true of Metropolitan Panteleimon (Povorozniuk) of Luhansk and Alchevsk. 

According to the open sources, on September 30, 2022, he (and other clergymen of the UOC) 

attended the meeting in the Kremlin, where Putin announced the illegal annexation of four of 

Ukraine’s regions.2  

The position of the current head of Catholicism, Pope Francis, is quite controversial 

regarding the assessment of Russia's war against Ukraine. However, the analysis of his 

statements and claims is a separate scientific research task. There is a sufficient number of 

journalistic reflections on this matter, as well as media statements of religious scholars, 

diplomats, and other activists in Ukraine. Separate scientific research on this is the task of the 

near future for religious scholars. We intend to focus here our research view on the appeals and 

statements of the leaders of the modern Local3 Orthodox Churches of the world regarding 

Russia’s war of aggression against Ukraine. We have already explained that the church leaders’ 

position is usually morally important in the assessment of the war by authoritative figures who 

significantly influence the value choices of people. But it is also interesting from the point of 

view of the religious study of interactions between jurisdictional centers in world Orthodoxy. 

We have already mentioned the difficult path to the acquisition of autocephaly by the Orthodox 

Church of Ukraine (OCU).4 The positions of the world Orthodoxy leaders regarding the current 

war in certain cases (though far from all) are correlated with their recognition/non-recognition 

of the OCU. (By recognition we mean the Eucharistic communication at the level of the entire 

church—hierarchical, vertical, and the presence of close and friendly diplomacy of the 

2 Соня Кошкіна, Митрополит Луганський УПЦ та настоятель чоловічого монастиря з Мелітополя взяли 
участь у проголошенні незаконної анексії [The Metropolitan of Luhansk of the UOC and the abbot of the 
Melitopol monastery took part in the illegal annexation declaring]. LB.ua. 30 вересня 2022 р. Available at: 
https://lb.ua/society/2022/09/30/531123_mitropolit_luganskiy_upts.html 
3 In Orthodox theology the term “local” indicates a branch of Orthodoxy in a specific geographic locality. The 
Orthodox Church usually functions within a separate country and has autocephaly or at least a certain level of 
self-government. 
4 Oleksandr Brodestkyi, Iryna Horokholinska, and Mykola Lahodych, Mykola (2020) "Ukraine Orthodoxy 
Autocephaly: Social and Value Challenges," Occasional Papers on Religion in Eastern Europe: Vol. 40: Iss. 9, 
Article 3. Available at: https://digitalcommons.georgefox.edu/ree/vol40/iss9/3. 
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Churches). But these positions also demonstrate that regarding such crucial issues as war and 

unjustified cruelty, Church leaders often have to look beyond the “internal church 

conjuncture.” They also need to consider the possible negative resonance of their position 

among their faithful, and the societies and countries where their Churches function. This 

additionally actualizes the aim of our article not only as a theoretical exploration, but as a 

practical methodical guide for outlining a specific spectrum of assessment by the Orthodox 

leaders of the war in Ukraine. This knowledge can be useful for clearer communication of civil 

society with social institutions of religion on the way to justice and development of solidarity. 

After all, we are convinced that only a just peace is a guarantee of a stable world security and 

the effectiveness of humanistic criteria of morality. 

A Just Peace and “Peace” at Any Cost: I. Kant and A. Margalit 

When it comes to peace in the global context of understanding, the need for a 

comprehensive discussion of its conditions and grounds becomes obvious. After all, despite 

the “eternity” of this theme, the history of our civilization, unfortunately, does not know a 

period when armed confrontations did not take place in some part of the planet. The possibility 

of speculating about the achievement of “peace in the whole world” at a certain moment seems 

to be utopian. Though, it is necessary to strive to learn the tragic lessons of the past, especially 

nowadays, when the “great war” came to Europe after Russia’s predatory attack on sovereign 

Ukraine. The death of one person due to war is a tragedy; innocent deaths of thousands is a 

catastrophe, and the potential danger for a significant part of the population of our planet to 

become victims of the war is a terror against humanity and life as such. This is precisely the 

danger carried by Russian aggression aimed at the forceful overthrow of the world order and 

agreements (after World War II and until 2022), designed to establish peace and cooperation 

between countries in the political and value spheres. A careful value analysis of the narrative 

and actions of the military, political leaders, and a sizable number of Russian citizens 

demonstrates that this war is a fight against freedom and democratic rights, and therefore, 

universal human values. (We will not go into consideration of the role of propaganda and 

ideology for such worldview deformation of Russia’s population; this also is the theme of a 

separate research). 

Calls for the establishment of peace in such a situation are not only completely 

understandable from a human point of view and an emotionally obvious desire. It is also 

completely logical and rationally based. It is about the safety of the physical and social 

existence of people, as well as the possibility of preserving those values that work to affirm 
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humanity as a moral phenomenon that involves love, harmony, freedom, and its mutual respect. 

However, it is important to understand in what way peace is possible after a situation of such 

an aggression, which began, as we have already written, far earlier than February 2022. It is 

quite clear that peace agreement “at any cost” that “could” be concluded with an aggressor 

country is unacceptable. (Looking ahead, we will point out that it is unacceptable not only in 

this situation, but in no other comparable situation). After all, Russia treacherously violated all 

the key international agreements. Therefore, in order to achieve peace (which is a completely 

positive category in axiological terms), a rather important aspect of the potential possibility of 

its stability would be the establishment of not merely a “peace at any cost,” but “a just peace.” 

Thinkers of different epochs, hardening their own ideas in the vector of peace and 

understanding development, tried to crystallize the conditions of such a coexistence. 

Immanuel Kant’s instruction is known, that “no treaty of peace shall be regarded as 

valid, if made with the secret reservation of material for a future war.”5 That is, when the 

aggressor manipulatively “does not recognize,” “does not realize” own aggressive behavior 

towards the victim, the appeal to the victim to make concessions to the aggressor in order to 

avoid worse global consequences does not make these consequences possible, but only delays 

them in time. And this, in turn, gives the aggressor the opportunity to increase the level of 

belligerence in the future. Especially when the aggressor means to completely eliminate the 

subjectivity of another state, the right of its citizens for their own identity. For, as Kant states, 

“no state shall violently interfere with the constitution and administration of another.”6 And if 

the country still manages to do this, then it is obvious that its desires are completely predatory, 

and the policy of “pacifying” the predator through the inclination of the victim to submission 

is not the development of peace, but it is illusory.  Illusion of peace is not only harmful in terms 

of efficiency. Beyond that, peace will still be violated because predatory intentions have not 

been exposed and condemned, and therefore verified as having the right to exist. In terms of 

values, it is completely antagonistic to peace as the basis of humane coexistence. 

 Avisahai Margalit’s ideas are an appropriate addition. There is no doubt about his 

argument that “...peace does not need justification: whenever war is unjustified, peace is by 

that very fact justified. There is a strong presumption in favor of peace, for the obvious reason 

that peace is the negation of large-scale violence...”7 But this modern thinker clearly 

5 Immanuel Kant, (1903) Perpetual Peace: A Philosophical Essay. London: Swan Sonnenschein & CO, LIM. 
p.107.
6 Ibid.,   p. 113. 
7 Avishai Margalit (2010) On Compromise and Rotten Compromises. Princeton: Princeton University Press. р. 
79. 
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demonstrates what was discussed above—that the construction of peace is possible only based 

on the laws of justice. To demonstrate this truth, A. Margalit uses two concepts: 1) compromise 

as a way to achieve understanding and peace, or 2) “rotten” compromise as a delayed 

confrontation, a temporary illusion of peace. 

Compromise is the stuff of prescriptive theory. Yet rotten compromise is a category 
of normative theory. It puts a normative constraint on acceptable compromise. A 
rotten compromise is, categorically, an unacceptable compromise.8  

Peace is not possible where there is an awareness of violation of the principles of justice, 

where for the sake of peace “eyes are closed” to the truth, values, laws. 

These are quite important theoretical foundations on which our research relies, aiming 

to demonstrate the positions of the world Orthodox Churches’ leaders regarding the war in 

Ukraine. It is obvious that all the local Orthodox Churches of the world are against war. They 

call for prayers for peace, sympathize with the victims, and participate in the provision of 

humanitarian aid to Ukraine (some Churches more intensively, some less). At the same time, 

the position of the leading structures of the world Orthodox Churches regarding the war in 

Ukraine show two key tendencies. The first is the condemnation of the war with a direct 

reference to its culprits—Russia and its authorities. The second is sympathy with the war 

victims, a call for peace, but avoiding condemnation of Russia and its authorities for having 

unleashed this war. 

The second position, from an axiological point of view, is the desire (or imposition) for 

“peace at any cost,” or making a “rotten compromise” with the aggressor, which, as we tried 

to demonstrate above, cannot become the basis for enduring peace, because lasting peace is 

possible only on the basis of justice. Furthermore, we completely agree with A. Margalit’s 

thought: “…it is much worse to act immorally in the name of moral ideals, just as it is worse 

to be a hypocrite and act immorally than to act immorally without being hypocritical about it.”9 

Morally positive calls for peace are only true, when the immoral source of its violation is 

exposed. Suppression of the real reasons for the loss of peace are the legalization of 

manipulation, distortion of truth, and therefore all moral ideals. 

In the context of these reflections, we must pay attention to the fact that in May 2022, 

Kyiv International Institute of Sociology conducted a representative telephone survey 

regarding the possibility of territorial concessions for the sake of achieving peace in Ukraine. 

8 Ibid., р. 128. 
9 Ibid., р. 196. 
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