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AI AND HISTORICAL DISCIPLINES IN HIGHER EDUCATION:  
OBSERVATIONS AND PERSPECTIVES 

Taras Kovalets 

Yuriy Fedkovych Chernivtsi National University, Chernivtsi, Ukraine 

E-mail: t.kovalets@chnu.edu.ua 

SUMMARY. The paper presents the author’s observations on the use of materials generated by commonly 

used chatbots based on artificial intelligence in the course of historical disciplines. The main signs of 

unfair use of such tools by students during various types of activities in practical classes, writing term 

papers, taking tests, etc., are presented. The author suggests ways to reduce the negative impact of such 

chatbots on historical education. 

KEYWORDS: chatbot, artificial intelligence, ChatGPT, historical education, threats to education.  

I. Introduction 

The definition of a public AI-based chatbot. Types: ChatGPT, Bard, Bing, Claude. Stages and 

conditions of distribution in Ukraine.  

Ethical warnings regarding the use of AI in historical education. 

II. The main part 

Observation of AI misuse and identification of its indicators  

The author’s approach to conducting practical lessons in the course «Actual Issues of History 

and Culture of Ukraine» for students of non-specialized faculties (Law Faculty, Faculty of 

Pedagogy, Psychology and Social Work of the Chernivtsi National University).  

Indicators (litmus tests) of a student’s use of AI-generated material during the seminar lessons:  

– paraphrasing,  

– superficiality and descriptiveness,  

– absurdity of the information provided,  

– «mixing» different historical epochs and topics.  

Bias and templatization in the coverage of every issue related to the humanitarian and social 

spheres (the «Leopold the Cat» effect).  

Does the combined approach of literature + chatbot prove itself when preparing material for 

practical lessons? 

 

Generating text for a request related to historical issues: practical aspects 

Basic human user qualification and its importance.  

Possible explanations for critical failures in text generation related to historical issues.  

 

Plagiarism checking and AI-based chatbots 

Application of AI for primitive creativity: historical essays and AI. Examples of AI usage in 

writing and checking history term papers. 

 

Ways to avoid unfair use of AI 

Threats of AI to education: global and specific. The human factor (attitude of students and 

teachers to the problem) in AI threats. 

Explanation of the imperfection of AI algorithms for use in historical education. Potential 

change in forms and types of lessons (projects, research tasks)? 

How to avoid AI threat when performing tests. Technical tools for control, the use of an 

extended shell integrated into the testing software environment to prevent switching to tabs other 

than the testing tab. 
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The potential of fair use of AI. 

Science fiction and reality. Human imagination and educational practices. Gaming approach. 

Virtual reality.  

Main advantages:  

– data processing speed,  

– successful solutions among many unsuccessful ones,  

– adjusting the stylistics. 

The «eternal» issue of reforming the education system. 

ІІІ. Conclusions 

Currently, there is no AI-based chatbot that can replace the engagement of students in searching 

for and processing materials on historical topics in higher education. The use of such tools is very 

noticeable in the presence of a human specialist. 

The threat from such chatbots is generally underestimated and will only increase. Reducing this 

threat poses a serious challenge to modern history education. 
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