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THE COVERAGE OF FORCED MIGRATION IN UKRAINIAN  

ONLINE MEDIA (2022-2023) 

 

With the beginning of the full-scale Russian invasion, many Ukrainian 

journalists radically changed the vector of their activities and switched from 

covering political, economic and cultural topics to covering stories of internally 

displaced persons, relocated businesses and everything related to military 

issues. This issue first appeared in the Ukrainian media back in 2014, and more 

recently (since February 2022) it has gained more and more resonance and 

interest among the target audience. 

There is practically no media in Ukraine today that does not write about 

IDPs (someone who is forced to leave their home but who remains within their 

country’s borders). These include both national media (“Ukrainska Pravda”, 

“Suspilne Broadcasting”, “Livyi Bereh”) and regional ones (“Molody 

Bukovynets”, “Lvivska Poshta”, “ZAXID.net”, “Varosh”), and others. Some 

media outlets, such as The Media og Great Stories and AIN.Business, have 

actually switched to this topic over the past year, accounting for 80-90% of all 

published materials on these online resources. 

The topic of IDPs is presented in a variety of genres – from news, reports, 

author's columns to journalistic investigations covering the most pressing issues 

of IDPs. For example, the online media outlet Reporters created a special project 

called “Ours in Poland,” (Наші в Польщі, 2023) which was initiated by the 

Opole City Hall "to document a historic moment when a small city provides 

great help to thousands of people in need. And also to show the Poles who came 

to them: what kind of people they are, what they have experienced, what they 

value in life and what they dream about now”. The author of the project, 

Kateryna Senchenko, collected the stories of 30 heroes of different ages, 

genders, and professions who came to Poland from different cities of Ukraine 

with their families and started their lives anew. Similar materials  can be found 

on The Ukrainians website, where the “Interviews” section contains stories of 

Ukrainians who are changing Ukraine economically, politically, and socially 

while abroad. 

The first media outlet in Ukraine dedicated to charity, the Zagoriy 

Foundation's The Media of Great Stories, also pays a lot of attention to IDPs. 



89 

On the website, you can find, in particular, the special project “Country of Good. 

How volunteering changes the country”, which contains materials about 

different Ukrainian cities and volunteer initiatives that help IDPs in adaptation 

and involve them in active life in new communities. The AIN.Business website 

does not ignore this topic either. Here, in the “Stories” section, you can find 

many materials about relocated businesses, as well as how the war and forced 

migration affected existing businesses, their employees, and working 

conditions. For the most part, the articles are written in the genre of longreads 

with a large number of illustrations, which helps the reader to dive deeper into 

the topic and get more detailed information about how Ukraine's economy is 

changing under the influence of the great war. 

The topic of internally displaced persons is also regularly shown in 

regional online media. Thus, with the outbreak of the great war, a special section 

“Medical Assistance to IDPs” appeared on the website of the “Molody 

Bukovynets” (Chernivtsi), which as of October 2023 already has 24 

publications on various topics: humanitarian assistance to IDPs and where it can 

be obtained in the city, where to go for pregnant women who were forced to find 

themselves in Chernivtsi, where to find housing, how to get various types of 

medical care for free, etc. 

The Uzhhorod-based Varosh website also has a special project called 

“Equal and Different: How We Overcome the Experience of Forced 

Displacement”. As of October 2023, there are 5 stories here, in which the 

journalists of the publication explore the experience of forced displacement, 

integration in new environments, challenges faced by all Ukrainians and how 

they overcome them. 

The topic of internally displaced persons is extremely sensitive, so 

journalists writing about the lives and problems of IDPs should follow certain 

ethical standards. Because of the study, we have compiled several tips that will 

be useful for media professionals covering this topic. 

1. First, you should take into account the mental and emotional state of 

the person. A person who has gone through traumatic experiences because of 

migration should not be forced to share personal details about themselves or 

their family or to compare their experiences with your own. 

2. The safety of the hero of the material is above all. Therefore, «it is 

necessary to observe complete anonymity, to remove data or signs from the 

story that could point to the hero» (Як побудувати медіа, 2022) 

3. Avoid stigmatization. Journalists should pay special attention to how 

they refer to the subjects of their stories. Those who have moved from one part 
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of Ukraine to another because of the full-scale invasion are called internally 

displaced persons or IDPs; those who have gone abroad are called refugees.  

4. Hate speech against IDPs should not be spread. 

5. In a story, the main focus should be on the person and their problems. 

“The color of their eyes and hair, gestures, clothes and the way they speak - 

everything should be described to create a more complete picture” (Вебстер, 

2019). 

6. You should not deliberately dramatize the story, manipulate headlines 

and subheadings, or take people's words out of context for greater effect and to 

ensure that the article is viewed. 

In addition, most importantly, journalists should remember that you are 

dealing with a person who has gone through a traumatic experience and try to 

do everything possible to avoid causing them even more harm with your actions 

or words. 
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